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Blind Citizens Australia Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 17 JULY 2010
CINEMATIC SUCCESS FOR AUSTRALIA’S BLIND
Blind Citizens Australia today congratulated the Federal Government on their public announcement of a groundbreaking deal to provide heightened access to audio description and captioning at Australian cinemas. 
The agreement, struck between disability peak bodies, including Blind Citizens Australia, lobby groups, the four major cinema chains and the Federal government, will give patrons with a sensory disability access to audio description and captioned content at 132 cinema complexes around Australia. 
Audio description is a way to describe what can be seen on screen in a clear and private manner. 

The plan, which will be progressively rolled out by 2014 by Village Roadshow Limited, Greater Union Organisation, Readings Cinemas and the Hoyts Corporation, will provide patrons with increased choice in entertainment, with 840 accessible movie screenings to be shown each week by the end of 2010 – a stark contrast to the 0.3% of current screenings which are accessible to patrons. 

Applauding today’s announcement was Ms Robyn Gaile, Blind Citizens Australia’s Executive Officer who said, “We welcome this announcement. This is a major step forward for the social inclusion of people who are blind or vision impaired. Now, for the first time, we can discuss the latest movies with our friends, families and work colleagues”. 
Blind Citizens Australia has been one of the major proponents calling for the Federal Government and cinema chains to take action on cinema access. The Blind Citizens Australia “It’s Our Turn Now’ national postcard campaign led the way in highlighting the poor access available to people who are blind or vision impaired, with over 8000 people voicing their concern that they were being left behind. In addition, a number of Blind Citizens Australia members also lodged Disability Discrimination complaints with the Australian Human Rights Commission calling for equal access to entertainment. 
Ms Gaile said today, “Blind Citizens Australia looks forward to the major cinema chains opening their doors to provide access to people who are blind or vision impaired. Finally, we will be able to enjoy going to the movies just like everyone else. This is a pinnacle moment in the history of cinema access in Australia”. 
Blind Citizens Australia will continue to work with both the cinema chains and Federal government in the implementation of the rollout plan and will be a member of the newly formed Accessible Cinema Advisory Group. This group, which will meet periodically, will include representation from disability peak bodies, lobby groups, the cinema chains, the Australian Human Rights Commission and the Federal Government. 
Ms Gaile said, “It’s an exciting time ahead. We look forward to the future of accessible cinema”.

Blind Citizens Australia is the peak consumer representative organisation for Australians who are blind or vision impaired.
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