Appendix A: Blind Citizens Australia Recommendations to the Draft Report, Disability Care and Support Inquiry 
RECOMMENDATION 1:

That all people with a vision related disability who need disability related support should be able to access the supports that they need through an NDIS.

RECOMMENDATION 2: 

People who lose their vision after the age of 65 should receive the same access to services and supports as people under that age. Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the NDIS be open to people aged over 65 as this provides the best chance of preventing discrimination and inequality. If two schemes are adopted, Blind Citizens Australia recommends that both schemes must apply the same rules for access, provide equivalent access to supports and deliver resources proportionate to the numbers of people requiring access in each scheme.

RECOMMENDATION 3:

Blind Citizens Australia recommends that visual age related conditions be included within the final NDIS model presented to the Australian Government.  
RECOMMENDATION 4: 

Blind Citizens Australia recommends clear and transparent eligibility guidelines for early intervention which include people who acquire significant vision impairment, irrespective of age.  

RECOMMENDATION 5:

Blind Citizens Australia recommends the continuation of block funding to blindness specialist providers for the provision of core services, including but not limited to, orientation and mobility, training in adaptive equipment, orthoptists, occupational therapy specific to people with vision impairment and information access (for example, the provision of audio books and reading materials in accessible formats). The continuation of block funding for core services will ensure equitable access for people who are blind or vision impaired, irrespective of their level of vision loss or age.

RECOMMENDATION 6:

Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the National Disability Insurance Scheme include and fund aids and equipment specific to people who are blind or vision impaired, including adaptive equipment and low tech aids (such as magnifiers) to increase independence and meaningful participation. Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the NDIA, once establish, investigate the development of an equipment scheme which is available to people in and outside of an NDIS.
RECOMMENDATION 7:

Blind Citizens Australia recommends that funding continues to be provided to specialist service providers to produce reading materials in a range of accessible formats. 

RECOMMENDATION 8:

Blind Citizens Australia recommends that state and territory taxi subsidies should remain outside of an NDIS, but be subject to a review to ensure greater consistency between schemes. This will ensure that subsidy criteria does not inadvertently become tied with NDIS eligibility criteria.
RECOMMENDATION 9:

Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the assessment process

a) focus on the specific disability related needs, including episodic needs, of people with disability
b) be undertaken by staff with demonstrable awareness, experience and/or expertise with specific disability types
c) utilise assessment tools which assess the limitations experienced by people with sensory impairments (current assessment tools often focus on physical limitations only)

d) be transparent at all stages of the assessment process

e) minimise bureaucracy to ensure that people access the supports that they need in a timely manner without extensive need for reassessments

f) be accessible, with forms and information to be available in alternative formats including large print, audio, e-text and Braille formats
g) contain a clear and transparent appeals process (detailed shortly)

h) consider the needs of natural supports and allow for the nomination of re-assessment points as decided by the individual or the natural support
RECOMMENDATION 10:
Blind Citizens Australia recommends that all forms of income support, including DSP and DSP Blind, remain independent of an NDIS and that enacting legislation for the establishment of an NDIS explicitly cite this distinction.

RECOMMENDATION 11:

Blind Citizens Australia advocates that all current entitlements, such as carers allowance, carers payment and mobility allowance remain as per status quo (external to an NDIS) until the projected NDIS review in 2020. This timing will allow for a review of the success of an NDIS and suitability of the inclusion of entitlements. 

RECOMMENDATION 12:
Blind Citizens Australia recommends that a percentage of total NDIS funding should be allocated to consumer bodies and independent specialist advocacy services to enable independent individual and systemic advocacy. 

RECOMMENDATION 13:
Blind Citizens Australia recommends the establishment of a NDIS Ombudsman to review decisions made by the NDIA which are unable to be resolved by the independent officer. 

RECOMMENDATION 14: 

Blind Citizens Australia recommends further direct consultation with the sensory disability sector to ensure that identified barriers (as included in this submission) are addressed in the development and rollout of the NDIS.

RECOMMENDATION 15:

Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the NIIS include a range of supports, including episodic and functional supports (such as aids and equipment) to people who are eligible for the NIIS. As part of the implementation of the NIIS, Blind Citizens Australia recommends a review of the current processes used by state and territory schemes and government entitlement schemes with the view to minimise the bureaucracy and burden currently experienced by individuals who are claiming supports. 
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