Review of Disability Standards for Education 2005

Blind Citizens Australia – List of recommendations

Recommendation 1: Blind Citizens Australia recommends that, as of 1 July 2012, all education providers should be required to provide a copy of the Disability Standards for Education 2005 and its Guidelines to current students and/or their associates. A copy should also be provided to all new students who enrol on or after 1 July 2012. This requirement should apply to all providers of education. A copy of these documents should be made available to the person enrolling, with the student or associate advised that this can be provided to them in other alternative formats at their request.  

Where this is available, a copy of the school’s disability action plan should also be provided to the student and/or associate. 

Recommendation 2: Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the Australian Government develop a public campaign, in collaboration with the Australian Human Rights Commission, to promote the Disability Standards for Education 2005 as a legal requirement under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992. This campaign should target educators, students and parents with a generic campaign developed to improve public awareness. 
Recommendation 3: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the development of materials, in consultation with peak consumer bodies, outlining examples of best practice which accommodate the needs of students with different disabilities. These materials should be made available to all educators and to parents and students in a range of accessible formats. 
Recommendation 4: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the inclusion of a mandatory clause within the Standards which clearly stipulates that work experience in a school setting and as part of accredited courses must be offered at a comparative level to students with disabilities. Further to this, reasonable adjustments must be made to

a) assist the student to seek a work placement that aligns with the student’s interests and goals

b) work with the work placement setting to ensure that the student’s reasonable needs can be met as far as possible.

Recommendation 5: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the development of formalised guidelines regarding consultation with students and their associates. These guidelines, at minimum, should reference

· The importance of open, respectful and transparent discussion between the student, their associate if appropriate, the education provider and where appropriate the education department. Students of all ages should be permitted to participate in decision making. 

· A requirement to document the discussion and the agreements which have been reached, with a copy provided to the student and/or associate

· A forward schedule of meetings (if further meetings are appropriate) involving the student, associate and the education provider. At minimum, there should be one meeting per year. This should be documented in the student’s education plan (see below)
Recommendation 6: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the inclusion of a mandatory requirement which specifies that all education providers develop a learning plan in consultation with the student and/or with their associate. A learning plan must include the following minimum criteria

· the specific adjustment/s the student requires in order to access the curriculum and all assessments

· the agreed outcomes for the student for a 12 month period

· details of how funding allocated to the student will be spent during the 12 month period and/or funding period
· a specified liaison that the student or associate can approach to address issues as they arise

· details of how the plan will be communicated to direct educators and or aides (if applicable) to ensure that the student’s needs can be met and their privacy maintained 

· Timelines for the review and amendment of the learning plan.  
Recommendation 7: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the re-release of guidelines to education providers regarding NAPLAN and accessibility for students who are blind or vision impaired to ensure that students can participate and be benchmarked with their peers. 
Recommendation 8: Blind Citizens Australia recommends that there be specific reference to the teaching of expanded core curriculum within the Disability Standards for Education guidelines. 
Recommendation 9: As a mandatory component of continued state and federal general education funding, Blind Citizens Australia recommends compulsory training for principals on the Disability Standards for Education (early learning through to secondary education) commencing 1 July 2012. 

Recommendation 10: As a mandatory component of continued state and federal general education funding, schools must demonstrate that all teaching staff:
a) Have been made aware of their obligations under the Disability Standards for Education
b) Have been informed of school specific policies to include students with disabilities

c) Address harassment and victimisation as it occurs and implement proactive measures at a school level to minimise its occurrence against students with disability 

d) Be aware and respectful of the needs of students with disability and implement the reasonable adjustments which have been agreed to by the student, associate and educator

Recommendation 11: Blind Citizens Australia recommends that DEEWR undertake a review of teaching qualifications across Australia to determine the current emphasis on disability within the curriculum. Secondly, we recommend the inclusion of at least one module focusing on disability, the Standards and the strategies to include students with disabilities.
Recommendation 12: Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the Australian Government, in collaboration with State and Territory Governments, provide financial incentives to encourage newly accredited teachers to undertake specialisations in vision impairment (such as adaptive technology, Braille and becoming a visiting teacher). 

Recommendation 13: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the Disability Standards for Education Guidelines include a list of advocacy organisations, such as Blind Citizens Australia, and specialist services around Australia who can provide support, information and advocacy to parents in relation to disability discrimination. 
Recommendation 14: Blind Citizens Australia recommends that the Standards be amended to 

a) Explicitly reference the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
b) All clauses of the Standards be reviewed and where necessary, expanded to reflect the intention of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
Recommendation 15: Blind Citizens Australia recommends increased measures within the Standards and within the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (as part of the 2012 review) including

a) a mandatory requirement for respondents to attend a conciliation if the Australian Human Rights Commission deem that a complaint of disability discrimination has merit
b) conciliation agreements to be deemed as legally binding documents

Recommendation 16: Blind Citizens Australia recommends that similar measures are implemented within the Standards and within the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (as part of the 2012 review) to allow for systemic redress of disability discrimination and the promotion of proactive measures.
Recommendation 17: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the inclusion of a clause within the Standards which advocates that providers undertake proactive measures to ensure that all software and technology offered via the education setting is accessible to all students with disability. 

Recommendation 18: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the inclusion of a clause within the Standards regarding disclosure, which specifies that it is an individual’s right to determine whether to disclose their disability publicly and that the privacy of the student should be maintained by the educator at all times. 
Recommendation 19: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the development of key performance indicators and outputs which educators must comply with as a condition of state or federal government education funding. These requirements should be included within the Disability Standards for Education guidelines and should be developed in consultation with peak consumer bodies and the Australian Human Rights Commission.   

Recommendation 20: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the establishment of national or state based comprehensive monitoring mechanism/s which include 

· periodic auditing of all education providers which receive student funding from education departments commencing 1 July 2012

· information about the auditing process to be supplied to the student and/or parent during enrolment as of 1 July 2012

Recommendation 21: Blind Citizens Australia recommends the inclusion of a clause which specifies that associates with disability who support a child with disability are entitled, under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, to reasonable adjustments to accommodate their disability and facilitate their child’s learning. 
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