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Blind Citizens Australia

Victorian State Forum

Mercure Melbourne Treasury Gardens Hotel

13 Spring Street Melbourne

Saturday 4 October 9:00am to 5:00pm

“ Putting Yourself Out There ” 

8:45-9:00

Registration and Housekeeping


     MC: Liz Wright 



9:00-9.10

Welcome  


Rosemary Boyd 


Executive Officer BCA
9:10-9:35

Keynote address
        Maryanne Diamond AO

General Manager Advocacy and Engagement
Maryanne will share with us a personal reflection of her life, and how ‘putting herself out there’ has lead to her receiving the highest recognition for outstanding achievement and service in Australia, all while juggling a career, family and blindness.
9:35-10:20 
Centrelink - Know your entitlements 
Lee-Ann Cursio

Financial Information Services Officer 

Federal Department of Human Services.



After Lee-Ann’s presentation there will be  
                        opportunities for attendees to ask questions.
10:20-10:40
Morning tea 




Served in the Foyer.
10:40-11:00
Victorian Electoral Commission 

Accessible voting at 2014 State Election 

Craig Burton 




Manager Electronic Voting 

11:00-12:00 
BCA Annual General Meeting




Chair: Greg Madson




*Refer to separate Agenda.
12:00-12:45
Employment

What employers are looking for, how to get job ready, and the “Dos and Don’ts” of job searching and interviews. 

Panel: 
Jeremy Wurm – Brooker Consulting

Bevan Burken – Disability Services Australia

Helen Freris – Member 
12:45-1:30
Lunch 



Served in the Foyer.
1:30-2:30
Advocacy Session - How to Self Advocate 
Karen Taranto - Vision Australia 

Elise Baro - City Of Melbourne 

2:30-3:15
Concurrent Sessions 

Session A: Women’s Branch 

Learn how to be more confident in social   
        situations.
Main Conference Room
Janene Sadhu & Marie Allen

Session B: Technology  
All you need to know about “I” devices and more. 

Pear Room 
Panel:  
Greg Madson – President BCA
    


Jim Pipczak – Vision Australia
     

Peter Scanlon – Chair of CUG
3:15-3:45
Afternoon Tea




Served in the Foyer.
3:45-4:30  
Travel  
Hints, tricks and tips for travellers who are blind or vision impaired. 
Panel:  Lauren Henley - member
     Mary Rispoli - member



There will be an opportunity for attendees to share 
                         their own travel tips.
4:30-4:45
 Blind Blunders 

 Maysa Abouzeid – Outer Urban Projects
4:45-5:00
Plenary



Rosemary Boyd

Executive Officer BCA
5:00-6:30 
Pre-Dinner Drinks 



Foyer
Attendees will be required to pay for their own 
drinks.
6:30-10:00
Convention Dinner
 


Main Conference Room 
 


Dinner - three course alternate drop.
Attendees will be required to pay for their own 
drinks.
Raffle drawn - Mystery Prizes

Tickets will be on sale throughout the day



1 ticket for $2:00




3 tickets for $5:00



7 tickets for $10:00
THANK YOU TO OUR VERY GENEROUS SPONSORS:

Vision Australia

Royal Society for the Blind of SA Inc.

Mercure Melbourne Treasury Gardens Hotel

Outer Urban Projects[image: image2.jpg]



Level 3


Ross House


247-251 Flinders Lane


Melbourne Victoria 3000


Telephone: 03 9654 1400


Toll Free: 1800 033 660


Fax: 03 9650 3200


Email: bca@bca.org.au


Website: www.bca.org.au











