IT’S OUR TURN!

Welcome to the April edition of “Its Our Turn” produced by Blind Citizens Australia.
In this month’s edition information will be provided on the following:

- Get your post cards now!

- Celluloid Dreams - Talking audio description in Sydney with Daz Chandler 

- Where is the unknown cinema with audio description?
- Where to now with the cinemas?
- Cinemas are failing the blind by Rosie Squires
- Members review
- How to contribute to “It’s Our Turn”
Get your post cards now!

Last month Blind Citizens Australia re-launched our major campaign, ‘Its Our Turn Now’, to increase heat to the current debate with the major cinema chains to provide audio description in their cinemas.

Fifty percent of the postcards will be addressed to the Hon Peter Garrett, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts and the other fifty percent of the postcards will be addressed to the Hon. Stephen Conroy, Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy. 

Help yourself and get your post cards now!
Each post card will carry the following message to the Ministers. 

”It’s our turn now!” “Audio description is a way to describe what can be seen on screen in a clear and private manner. I, the undersigned, urge the Australian Government to work with the major cinema chains across the country to make sure that the 400,000 Australians who are blind or vision impaired can walk into a cinema and enjoy a movie just like everyone else.”

The post card is held in a landscape view. On the front it has a picture of four people who are vision impaired at the cinema and the slogan “It’s our turn now!  There is also a hole punched in the top left hand corner which indicates the front of the postcard. 
On the back of the post card is the above quote, on the left, and the address to the relevant Minister on the right. 

All you need to do is sign the postcard underneath the text on the back left hand side, and then attach a 55 cent stamp over the hole which will now be on the top right hand corner. Find your nearest post box and drop it in! 

Please contact Blind Citizens Australia for your post cards and pass them out to your family, friends, colleagues, community groups and anyone else you can think of. 

Celluloid Dreams - Talking audio description in Sydney with Daz Chandler 

7 April 2010

Daz Chandler with her beautiful voice interviewed Jody Holdback, National Advocacy Officer, about audio description and Blind Citizens Australia’s re launch of their post card campaign “It’s Our Turn Now!” 

Daz is one of four hosts on the program Celluloid Dreams, community radio 2SER 107.3 FM. This program airs in Sydney Wednesday nights at 7 pm. 

To listen to the interview the direct link is: 

http://www.bca.org.au/AudioDescription.m3u
Or to download the interview for later listening go to: 

http://www.bca.org.au/AudioDescription.mp3
The team at Celluloid Dreams received many phone calls and emails expressing their enjoyment of the interview and how they never really understood audio description previously.
You can check out all that happens on the 2SER radio station by going to:

http://www.2ser.com
Where is the unknown cinema with audio description?
Yes that is right; there is another cinema in Australia which has the capability to screen movies with audio description. 

The Burswood open air cinema has installed the capability to screen movies which carry the track for audio description. 
Perth's summer outdoor cinema located on the Swan River foreshore in Burswood is a great location to while away a summer night with friends and family. The summer season of this great cinema has now finished but will start again on 2 December 2010. 
So make sure you start planning your relaxed night out. We will bring you more information on the cinema closer to the summer season. 

Where to now with the cinemas?
Cinemas are failing the blind.
This article was written and produced in the Sydney Sunday Telegraph 28 March 2010 

Cinemas are failing the blind by Rosie Squires 
Blind movie buffs are taking the major cinema chains to the Human Right’s Commission to demand audio description technology in films. 

Blind Citizens Australia have lodged disability discrimination complaints with the Australian Human Rights Commission against the four major cinema chains, Greater Union, Hoyts, Reading and Village, over their failure to offer audio description technology. 

BCA National Advocacy Officer Jody Holdback said the cinemas should provide the headphones that narrate the actions on screen. 

‘‘We believe that the cinemas who are not offering audio description put us at a disadvantage,’’ she said. 

‘‘The technology is readily available and they aren’t using it which means we often misinterpret the story because we are unable to gauge the visual aspects of the film,’’ she said. The federal Department of Health and Ageing gave a $350,000 grant for 12 independent Australian cinemas to roll out the technology, but the four movie chains have not yet committed to install the audio equipment. Ms Holdback said she is disappointed in their ongoing reluctance. ‘‘Some of the major cinemas have captioned films, which people who are deaf and hearing-impaired can utilise, but they refuse to acknowledge the needs of the visually impaired and I think it’s disgraceful,’’ she said. ‘‘We sent 8000 postcards to Minister Garrett last year to bring his attention to the need for audio description in cinemas and he hasn’t responded to a single one.’’ Federal Minister for Communications, Stephen Conroy, said some cinemas operated by the major chains do provide captioning. ‘‘An additional 23 accessible cinemas operated by the major cinema chains are expected to come on-line in the next two and half years as a result of further negotiations with the Australian Human Rights Commission,’’ he said. ‘‘These cinemas will have both captioning and audio description facilities, and the existing 12 cinemas will also be made audio description capable.’’ The major four cinema chains did not respond to queries from The Sunday Telegraph.

Member review 

This month’s contribution is from Karen Passmore in Western Australia. 

Hello everyone

Finally, I have seen my very first movie at a cinema with AD enhancement. Wow! It was great. It was so easy to follow both the on screen dialogue and the narration. I simply put on headphones and adjusted the volume, and it was so easy. My daughter decided to listen as well, so she also wore headphones, and she too thought it made the film even better. She found that she noticed things more once they were pointed out.
It was "Percy Jackson & The Lightning Thief" a kind of science fiction story. Lots of explosions and noise - is that all the movies these days are? The last few I saw years ago were full of explosions and noise too.

But it was an enjoyable movie all the same.

 

For those of you who haven't seen one yet, it is worth waiting for. I'm very happy to have seen my first movie in years.

This was in WA at the Burswood Open Air cinema, and I must say it was practically full last night. It was a very nice evening, though it got a little cool towards the end of the movie. I can well imagine how nice it is on a balmy evening after one of Perth's hot days.

If you live in Perth and have the time, do go and try this out. The staff were very nice and very supportive. They welcomed me and my guide dog with great enthusiasm.

By Karen Passmore WA (03/04/2010)
How to contribute to “It’s Our Turn”
Blind Citizen’s Australia welcomes member input to this newsletter. 

You are able to submit information about audio description events, articles relating to audio description, reviews on cinema or DVD experiences and areas of audio description you would like to know more about.
If you wish to submit information or a review for the newsletter please send this information via an accessible format to Jody Holdback. Contact details are as follows: 

Email: jody.holdback@bca.org.au or bca@bca.org.au
Blind Citizens Australia

Level 3, Ross House
247–251 Flinders Lane
Melbourne  Vic 3000 

Or contact Jody Holdback on either: 
(08) 8298 6398 or 1800 033 660 
Information is welcome over the phone. 

We look forward to bringing you next month’s edition of “Its Our Turn!” 

