“It’s Our Turn!”
Welcome to the third edition of “Its Our Turn”. In this edition you will find the following articles. 

·  What’s happening with the major cinemas?
· NSW audio description Road show;

· Audio described DVD’s from public libraries;  

· Member review;
· New services for Vision impaired audiences in New Zealand;

· A list of audio described performances around Australia;

· How to contribute to its Our Turn. 

What’s happening with the major cinemas?
We had hoped to bring you some exciting news this week about the roll out of audio description and captioning access in cinemas, including the timeline for the first phase of the roll out. Unfortunately, on Tuesday 23 November 2010, we received news from the major cinema chains confirming that there is a delay with the first phase of the roll out due to some technological difficulties which have occurred in the US. The major Hollywood studios are finalising arrangements about the digital package  that includes tracks that enable audio description and captioning. 

Rest assured, we will eventually be enjoying audio description in cinemas, but there’s going to be a delay until we can get our bums on seats in the cinema!  

Here’s some background for you. On Saturday 17 July 2010, the major cinemas, Village Road Show, Hoyts, Greater Union Organisation and Reading Cinemas, announced their intention to provide each of their 132 cinema complexes with at least one accessible screen for people who are blind or vision impaired and for people who are deaf or hearing impaired by the end of 2014. 
The Australian Government committed $470,000 to the project with the rest of the cost to be covered by the cinemas.

· The agreement includes, but is not limited to: 
· Each of the 132 cinema complex’s will have at least one accessible screen;
· Complexes which host between 7 and 12 screens will have 2 accessible screens and complexes hosting 13+ screens will have 3 accessible screens;

· An access committee will be formed with a representitive from each stake holder, the cinemas and government;

· Each cinema will show a maximum of 35 screenings of audio described material each week;
The access committee will work on such issues as: 
· Access to the cinemas;

· Maintenance and number of head sets
· Customer feed back;

· Complaint mechanism;

· Education for staff;
NSW audio description Road show
On Saturday 21 August 2010, Blind Citizens Australia and Media Access Australia held their first joint road show on audio description. The event was a success with many enthusiastic people in attendance. 
Some of the topics covered were how to find audio description, audio description on DVD, TV, and cinema, advocacy around audio description with Blind Citizens Australia, the role of Media Access Australia and audio description and much more. 

With 7 door prizes hidden underneath seats there was a scramble to find out who were the winners. Door prizes were supplied by Village Road Show and the Palace Verona cinemas. 
The day ended with a lovely afternoon tea supplied by Media Access Australia. Volunteer, Michael Gonano assisted us with catering. 
The next information session will be held in Canberra with the time and date to be advised. 
Audio described DVD’s from public libraries;  
Below is a message from BCA staff member Lauren Henley. 
Hi everyone,
Following on from the recent information session on audio description held at Shirley House, I just wanted to give people the heads up that a few of our members from New Castle, borrow DVDs with audio description from their local library, free of charge. Surprisingly, they seem to get new ones in quite often.
This is also a great way to educate people about AD. One member of staff in particular has gone so far as to mark on the computer database, the titles which carry AD which the library has available so that anyone else needing this service in the future can be assisted more easily.
Happy viewing,
Lauren
While Lauren’s message talks about the local libraries in New Castle Hunter area, it is also a good idea and opportunity for others to educate your own local library. If you would like further assistance or ideas please call Blind Citizens Australia. 
Members review
This newsletter’s review is from Lisa Hayes in NSW. 

Recently I saw old dogs on DVD with audio description.  I’ve not seen many audio described films. I was with a group of people, some of whom were sighted and others were vision impaired. We all agreed to watch the DVD using audio description. 

I found the experience of knowing exactly what was going on at the same time as my sighted peers to be something special.  I didn’t have to depend on someone telling me what was going on and the description didn’t interfere with anyone else’s enjoyment of the film. One blind friend who had seen the film at the movies said she liked it better second time around because of the description.  I’d like to encourage you to take the opportunity when audio description is available on a DVD to take it.  It enhanced the movie experience for me.  

New services for Vision impaired audiences in New Zealand;
NEW Zealand Government release 12 August 2010


New service for vision impaired audiences 

Pansy Wong, Jonathan Coleman

12 August, 2010

New service for vision impaired audiences 

Broadcasting Minister Jonathan Coleman and Associate Disability Issues Minister Pansy Wong are today applauding funding for a new pilot service that allows people with impaired vision to follow television programmes more easily. 
Broadcasting funding agency NZ on Air has confirmed $500,000 is to be made available for the first year.
Audio description is a special audio track built into broadcast programmes that describes the non verbal on-screen action in a programme alongside the normal soundtrack. 
‘'This service is as important to vision impaired people as captioning services have been to people with hearing impairments,'' Dr Coleman says.
‘'The disability sector has been asking for this service for a long-time and it's a real step-change in providing improved television services for this audience".
Audio Description will be available through TVNZ's digital channels in 2011. Over 75,000 New Zealanders have a sight limitation that cannot be corrected by glasses or contact lenses and cannot clearly see what is happening on-screen.
"Being able to access and enjoy television is an important way for people to stay connected and informed,'' says Mrs Wong, who has delegated portfolio responsibility for access issues for disabled people. 

‘'Also, what people see on television is an important part of social interaction. This is an example of the Government's commitment to addressing access barriers for disabled people.''

The Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand welcomed the announcement. 
"We've been waiting many years for audio description", says National President Clive Lansink. 
"Now the technology is finally here, it's fantastic that NZ on Air and TVNZ have been able to work together to develop this service. Television plays a huge part in people's lives and now it is possible for the television industry to include us more in their audience."
http://beehive.govt.nz/release/new+service+vision+impaired+audiences 
 
http://www.nzonair.govt.nz/news/newspressreleases/pressrelease_2010_08_12.aspx
A list of audio described performances around Australia;
Below is a list of some performances with audio description. Some of which also have tactile tours before the show. 
Sydney 
Tickets are available from the venue. Please book in advance. The contact number for the Ensemble Theatre in Kirribilli is (02) 9929 8877. 
The Sydney Opera House is (02) 9250 7111.

Uncle Vanya

Sydney Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House

Date: Monday 29 November 2010

Time: 6:30pm


Uncle Vanya 

Sydney Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House

Date: Saturday 4 December 2010

Time: 1:30pm


The Grenade

Sydney Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House

Date: Saturday 11 December 2010

Time: 2:00pm


Last of the Red Hot Lovers 

Ensemble Theatre, Kirribilli

Date: Thursday 16 December 2010

Time: 11am and 8:15pm
Last of the Red Hot Lovers

Ensemble Theatre, Kirribilli

Date: Saturday 18 December 2010

Time 5pm

For more information about audio description or media accessibility for people who are blind or vision impaired please call Media Access Australia on (02) 9212 6242 or Blind Citizens Australia on 1800 033 660 

How to contribute to Its Our Turn. 

Blind Citizen’s Australia welcomes member input to this newsletter. 

You are able to submit information about audio description events, articles relating to audio description, reviews on cinema or DVD experiences and areas of audio description you would like to know more about.

If you wish to submit information or a review for the newsletter please email this information as an attachment in Word format to Jody Holdback at Jody.holdback@bca.org.au
We look forward to bringing you the next edition of “It’s Our Turn!” 

