Latest News from the Executive Officer 
20 October 2011

Hi All 

 

On Sunday 16 October 2011, BCA held our Annual General Meeting at the Mercure Grosvenor Hotel in Adelaide. The results of our Director and National Policy and Development Council elections are below. 

 

Directors election:

There were four positions vacant. This included one ongoing vacant position and the positions held by Renee Williamson, Bruce Ind and Barry Chapman. 

 

Bruce and Barry chose to re-nominate and Renee chose not to re-stand.  

 

As there were four nominations for four vacant positions, the following Directors were appointed:

Michael Sadhu from Melbourne

Tony Starkey from Adelaide 

Bruce Ind from Adelaide 

Barry Chapman from New South Wales 

 

The Board of BCA for the 2011/2012 period is:

Cheryl Pascual - President 

Greg Madson - Vice President 

Bruce Ind - Chair Finance & Audit Committee 

Barry Chapman 

Stephen Belbin 

Michael Sadhu 

Tony Starkey  

 

NPDC elections:

As there was only one nomination for the position of Queensland NPDC representative, Rikki Chaplin has been appointed to the position. There were no nominations for the positions of NSW and Tasmanian representative. 

 

For a copy of the 2010/2011 Annual Report including financial statements, you can either visit our website or contact the national office to request a copy in your preferred format. 

 

The AGM was held in conjunction with our national Convention. We have received a great deal of positive feedback about Convention including many requests for audio files of the Convention proceedings. 

 

You will be able to download audio files from Convention from our website shortly. We will make an announcement on this list when the files are ready. Alternatively, you may also request an audio CD of Convention sessions. We have kept a copy of the Convention program on the website so you can identify which sessions you would like to access. 

 

Please contact the national office to request a copy of the files and make sure you let us know which sessions you would like to hear. 

 

The November edition of our audio magazine Soundabout will include a large portion of the keynote address about advocacy from Maryanne Diamond, President of the World Blind Union. There is also an extract from Patricia Stillman's David Blyth Award acceptance speech. 

 

Congratulations to Patricia Stillman for being awarded the David Blyth award and to Bill McKennariey for being awarded the Certificate of appreciation. 

 

Finally, to those who attended Convention, the Board and convention organising committee are keen to receive your feedback. An evaluation form was provided in your convention satchels. A copy of the form is also available for download from our website. 

 

Please send your completed evaluation forms to the office by Friday 4 November, or complete your evaluation over the phone with Bob Curry. Bob will also make direct contact with all Convention attendees who do not have an email address over the next two weeks. 

 

Note that all responses will be de-identified and collated into a final report for discussion at our November Board meeting.  Your feedback will assist us in planning for the next national Convention in 2013. 

 

Thank you to all those who participated in the 2011 national Convention either as a speaker, session chair, session notetaker, committee member, staff member or audience member. Minister Ellis, who opened Convention, was very impressed to learn that our national Convention is organised by people who are blind or vision impaired for people who are blind or vision impaired!

 

Thanks

 

Robyn Gaile 
Executive Officer

