Blind Citizens Australia
2011 National Convention Program
Saturday 15 October – Sunday 16 October 2011

Doing it for ourselves: using self-advocacy as 
a tool to increase our participation in 
the community 
Mercure Grosvenor Hotel
125 North Terrace, Adelaide

Free call: 1800 888 222 or 08 8407 8888

Hosted by Cheryl Pascual
President of Blind Citizens Australia


Master of Ceremonies: Liz Wright

Major Sponsors
Supported by the Australian Government 
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and

Indigenous Affairs

We thank our sponsors

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 

Vision Australia 

Media Access Australia 

Stew Art Media 

A special thank you to Vision Australia Radio for assistance in putting together radio packages of daily highlights from our Convention. We'd also like to thank RPH Australia and the radio for the print handicapped network for broadcasting the highlights. 
Associated Events

Adaptive Technology & Services Expo

Friday 14 October, 10:30 – 16:30
Welcome event hosted by the Adelaide Branch of BCA

Friday 14 October, 18:30 – 20:30 
Women’s Branch Annual General Meeting
Saturday 15 October, 12:30 – 13:25 
PACC Contributors Lunch

Sunday 16 October, 12:30 – 13:25  

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER

08:00 – 08:20

Registration




Please be seated by 8:20



Housekeeping announcements



Master of Ceremonies, Liz Wright, will provide information about the orientation of the room, layout of the venue, exit procedures, toileting facilities (human & dog guide), arrangements for morning tea and lunch and process for calling upon volunteers. 
08:30 – 10:00
SESSION ONE                                                Convention Opening 



MC Liz Wright to call the Convention to order.
Welcome of delegates and listeners via internet streaming 
Acknowledgement of traditional owners of the Land
Katie Butler to sing the National Anthem
Session Chair: 
Cheryl Pascual, President 









Blind Citizens Australia  





Venue: 


Ballroom
8:35



Official Opening 

The Hon. Kate Ellis MP, Minister for Employment Participation and Childcare; Minister for the Status of Women to open the 2011 National Convention 
8:50
Keynote speaker 
Maryanne Diamond, President World Blind Union 
9:05
5RPH Presenter Peter Greco will conduct an interview panel discussion about advocacy activism. Panellists include:

Maryanne Diamond – President, WBU

Graeme Innes – Australia’s Disability Discrimination Commissioner 





Cheryl Pascual – BCA President 
9:45
Questions from the floor and listeners on the internet 
10:00 – 10:30 

SESSION TWO




Celebration of International White Cane Day 
Session Chair: 
Renee Williamson 
Launch and overview of the Blind Citizens Australia White Cane Policy. Orientation & mobility specialist, Nicola Misso, will outline the importance of the white cane as a primary mobility aid, followed by questions from the floor.
10:30 – 11:00 

MORNING TEA
11:00 – 12:30  
SESSION THREE 





The Bionic Eye

Session Chair: 
Stephen Belbin 




Venue: 


Ballroom 
The session will commence with a roll call

In 2013, the Centre for Eye Research Australia

(CERA) and their partners will trial the bionic eye on a person who is blind. Learn about the technological advances which have enabled this achievement and contribute to the discussion about its implications. 
Our presenters are Dr Lauren Ayton from CERA and Dr Jeanette Pritchard from Monash University. 
12:25


Housekeeping announcements 

12:30 – 13:25

LUNCH – to be served in the function foyer. The 

Women’s Branch AGM will be held during lunch in the Ballroom. This session will be streamed live via the internet.  
13:30 – 15:00 

SESSION FOUR - Concurrent Sessions
4a. 
In Case of Emergency 

Session Chair: 
Julie Sutherland 
Venue: 


Ballroom 

This session with focus on planning for, and coping with, an emergency when you are blind or vision impaired. Join presenters Fiona Stanton and Peta O’Donoghue from the Country Fire Service of South Australia and Karen Passmore from the BCA Women’s Special Interest Branch who will explore this issue. 
4b. Are you getting enough... sleep that is! 

Session Chair: 
Susan Thompson 




Venue: 


James Alexander Room 
It is quite common for people who are blind or vision impaired to have disturbed sleep patterns. In this session, we will investigate the reasons why and what we can do about it. Professor Leon Lack from Flinders University will share with us his research in the areas of sleep, circadian rhythms and insomnia. 
4c. Meaningful Participation in the Workforce
Session Chair: 
Sean Tyrell 




Venue: 


Pioneer room 
With all the talk of welfare reforms and mandatory participation, how can we as people who are blind or vision impaired achieve and maintain meaningful and ongoing employment? 

Join our panel discussion on employment, participation, choosing your career and having job satisfaction. This session will also include a discussion on the draft BCA Employment Policy. 

Presenters include BCA National Policy Officer, Jessica Zammit, Lauren Henley, Katrina Doolan and Chris Richards. 
15:00 – 15:30 

AFTERNOON TEA 

15:30


Housekeeping announcements
15:35 – 17:00

SESSION FIVE  






Travel the digital highway to accessible media 
Session Chair: 
Lauren Henley 
55 years ago we saw the birth of analogue television in Australia. As we travel the digital highway we are seeing the introduction of audio description, accessible menus and the switchover to digital television. Come with us on this extraordinary journey! 

Presenters include Alex Varley from Media Access Australia, Wayne Hawkins from the Australian Communications Consumer Action Network and Stephen Jolley from Vision Australia.
17:00


END OF DAY ONE 
19:00 – 19:30

Pre-dinner drinks in the Pioneer Room 
19:30 – 23:00

Convention Dinner

Professor Ron McCallum AO, 2011 Senior Australian of the Year, will be our dinner speaker. He will speak about advocacy as activism and his role as the Chair of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities monitoring committee. 
BCA Adelaide Branch member Michele Thredgold will provide some musical entertainment and the winner of the Women’s Branch Aspiration award will be announced.

Sunday 16 October 2011 


8:55



Please be seated
9:00 – 10:30

SESSION SIX 

Resilience! Wow what a journey - You can experience it too, with a little help along the way
Session Chair: 
Jenny Dawson 




Venue: 


Ballroom 

Have you ever wondered how other people who are blind or vision impaired seem to breeze through life and cope easily with the daily challenges that face them? Or perhaps you just don’t know where to start. Join us and find out some tips and tricks of living in the vision impaired world.

Our panel includes RSB Counsellors Helen Stirrup and Christine Taylor and Roz Sommariva and Jenny Dawson who are both blind. 
10:28


Housekeeping

10:30 – 11:00 

MORNING TEA 
11:00 – 12:00

SESSION SEVEN 





Annual General Meeting 
Chair:
 Cheryl Pascual, National President 

This session will include a roll call. The AGM agenda is provided in your Convention satchel. 

12:00 – 12:30 

SESSION EIGHT
Copyright Matters 
Session Chair: 
Robyn Gaile 
Venue: 


Ballroom 


Maryanne Diamond, President World Blind Union, updates us on the status of international copyright law and the provision of material in alternative formats, the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) committee on copyright, the WBU treaty on copyright and Australia’s position.  

12:25


Housekeeping 

12:30 – 13:25

LUNCH – to be served in the function foyer. 
PACC members lunch to be served in the James Alexander Room 

13:30 – 14:30

SESSION NINE – Concurrent Sessions
9a. Straight Out of the Box! 

Session Chair: 
Barry Chapman
Venue:


Ballroom


Discover mainstream accessible portable devices that are currently on offer. Stephen Jolley will talk about how to make internet radio accessible for people who are blind or vision impaired. Stephen and Greg Madson will demonstrate some accessible mainstream devices. Thermomix consultants, Sally Adair and Julie Taylor, will demonstrate the thermomix cooking appliance and Lauren Henley will speak about the appliance from a blind user perspective.

9b. Looking the Part: Poised, Professional and Proficient 
Session Chairs: 
Kristy Hyland & Brooke 

Carter from Young Blind Citizens Victoria 
Venue:


Pioneer room 

How to manage your appearance, physique and adaptive technology in an interview, presentation or a meeting. Hear from panellists Joan Smith and Paul Paradigm. 

14:30 – 16:00 

SESSION TEN 
Forget Tony Jones: A blind Q&A about the National Disability Insurance Scheme 

Session Chair: 
Graeme Innes AO, 
BCA member & Disability Discrimination Commissioner
Venue: 


Ballroom

Panellists: 

Kelly Vincent MP, South Australia

Laura Breeding, SA Co-ordinator, Every Australian Counts campaign calling for the introduction of a National Disability Insurance Scheme

                        



Serena Wilson, FaHCSIA representing Senator McLucas, Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities

Jessica Zammit, BCA National Policy Officer
A National Disability Insurance Scheme looks to be more and more of a certainty in our near future. Join our very own equivalent to Tony Jones, Graeme Innes AO, as he poses a range of questions to our panel and seeks their considered views on topics including eligibility and how individualised funding could ultimately improve the choices available to people who are blind or vision impaired. This will be a no holds barred discussion on the future of disability services in Australia and is one not to miss. So come along with your own questions and get ready for a true Q&A TV style panel discussion that is sure to be energetic, informative and, in true BCA style, ranging in opinions!

16:00 – 16:30 

Convention Wrap Up

Bruce Ind, BCA Director and Chair of the 2011 National Convention Organising Committee and Robyn Gaile, BCA Executive Officer, will summarise the key recommendations and outcomes arising from Convention 2011. 
16:30


END OF DAY TWO AND CONVENTION












