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Welcome to the first Blind Citizens Update!

Regular readers of Blind Citizens News will be used to accessing informative and interesting articles about issues which affect people who are blind or vision impaired.
At BCA we want to make sure we share such information with you             all year so welcome to the first edition of Blind Citizens Update! In between issues of BC News we’ll use the Update to make sure we     do just that – keep you informed, intrigued and involved.  
Thanks for reading, let us know what you think.

Rosemary Boyd

Executive Officer

Contact Us

Blind Citizens Australia

Ross House
Level 3, 247-251 Flinders Lane
Melbourne VIC 3000
Telephone: 1800 033 660 (free call) or 03 9654 1400

Email: bca@bca.org.au
Fax: (03) 9650 3200

Web: www.bca.org.au
Update on the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

The roll out of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is steadily progressing, with a number of people who are blind or vision impaired now receiving individualised support through the scheme. 

There has been growing concern within the disability sector since              the Government’s adoption of a new term to refer to the sites where the NDIS was first launched in July last year. While these were initially referred to as “launch sites”, people felt that the new term, “trial sites” reflected the Government’s lack of commitment towards    an ongoing NDIS and was a sign of the scheme’s impending demise. The Council of Australian Governments has, however, advised that the name change simply reflects the fact that the launch areas are being used to trial the way in which the scheme is administered and to learn lessons about how the system can be improved prior to commencement of the full national roll out.

Another issue which has been raised several times by our members is the matter of eligibility for a Mobility Allowance. When you register       to receive support from the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA), this then alerts Centrelink that the NDIA is responsible for accommodating your transport-related needs, so they will cease payment of your Mobility Allowance. In practice, nobody should be worse off under this arrangement, as people should have access to  a greater number of transport options. If you were to get a taxi, for example, you would continue to use your half-fare subsidy and would either send the receipt for the remainder of the fare to the NDIA so that they are able to reimburse you, or have it arranged so that your local taxi company is able to invoice the National Disability Insurance Agency directly for this trip. If you were not eligible for half price taxi travel but were a registered participant of the NDIS, the agency would cover the full cost of the trip.

We recently recorded an interview for New Horizons (our weekly radio program) where we spoke with a scheme participant from the Hunter region, who explained that he now has access to far more support than was available under previous arrangements.  
In particular, the scheme has made it far easier for individuals to access adaptive technology; which has been a long-term barrier for people who are blind or vision impaired in Australia. If you missed the interview, you can access it from our website. Alternatively, you can contact us at the National Office to request a copy of the interview on audio CD.

We are well aware that the cut off age of 65 will be of detriment             to many of our members and are still working on this issue behind the scenes. To our knowledge, people over the age of 65 in the launch sites are still continuing to receive support from the major blindness service providers and their immediate needs are still being met.                We are, however, concerned that these people will not have access to the full range of supports that are available to their younger counterparts under the NDIS. During a meeting with one of Senator Mitch Fifield’s advisers several weeks ago, we were informed that the Federal Government had decided to move aging and disability under the same portfolio to allow them to examine this issue more closely and identify whether or not people were falling through the cracks. While there is nothing set in stone as of yet, it is possible that                        the aged care sector may move towards a similar system of individualised care in the future. 

So where is the NDIS heading next? On July 1, the scheme will commence its roll out in the ACT, the Barkly region of the Northern Territory and the Perth Hills area of Western Australia. Roll out of              the full scheme in NSW, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, the ACT and the Northern Territory will commence progressively from July 2016.

In our next edition of Blind Citizens News, we’ll be providing members with further information about the things they might need to keep in mind when opting into the scheme. In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns regarding the roll out, please feel free to get in touch.

Launch of the new BCA Website
The new BCA website is now up, live and ready for use thanks to our dedicated team of volunteers, consisting entirely of people who are blind or vision impaired. The volunteers included: 
· Amanda Rush: WordPress accessibility team member and WordPress lecturer at the CISCO Academy for the Vision Impaired (CAVI).  
· Monica Moen: expert in Hypertext Markup language (HTML,                    the language of the Web), also a lecturer in HTML at CAVI.  
· Gemma Hoath: provided knowledge regarding the Cascading Style Sheets (CSS), the code that presents how a website appears and looks.  

· Erika Webb: worked on the images and the social media integration of the website.  
· Kerry Hoath: a coordinator and lecturer at CAVI, with expertise around website server management. 
· Greg Madson: project supervisor who worked on harvesting the old sites content, rewriting, and putting new content onto the new website.
Several weeks of consultation gave us great insight into what members were looking for in a website. Thank you to those BCA members who took the opportunity to get involved in the consultation. We believe we have come up with an extremely usable site, full of information, audio, useful resources and links to other blindness-related websites. It also features positive images of people who are blind or vision impaired.
The website address remains as www.bca.org.au
12th WBUAP Onkyo World Braille Essay               Contest 2014

Blind Citizens Australia has been appointed the National Onkyo Selection Committee (NOSC) for Australia. The contest is sponsored by the Onkyo Corporation Ltd. and the Braille Mainichi in Japan, and is implemented by the World Blind Union Asia-Pacific (WBUAP).

This is an annual project with cash prizes awarded to the best seven entries received with the main prize, “the Otsuki Prize” being $US 1000. Other prizes are for “Excellent Works” ($US 500) and “Fine Works” (either $US 300 or $US 200) depending on the age group. 

This year the essay topics set by the WBUAP are:
· What I can do, or have done to change public attitudes towards blindness;
· The challenges of living with blindness; and 
· The experiences encountered and the challenges facing,                   a blind person in a music career.

Participation in the contest is open to anyone who is blind or vision impaired, is over 14 years of age, and lives in the World Blind Union Asia-Pacific Region. Entries are divided into two age groups: persons between the ages of 14 and 25 years; and persons from the age of 26 years upwards.

You will need to read the competition Terms and Conditions prior to submitting your entry; which can be obtained by visiting our website, or by phoning us at the National Office. 
Entries must be submitted in Braille to the BCA National Office by 15 May 2014. A computerised copy of your entry would also be helpful. 
BCA Governance Committee 
The BCA Governance Committee made up of Michael Sadhu, Erika Webb, Rosemary Boyd and myself, met recently to discuss and finalise some governance-related documents ready to go to the BCA Board for the March Board Meeting.

The committee has finalised drafts of documents relating to Board Confidentiality and a Board Code of Conduct. These two documents are now being checked for legal compliance and will go to the Board to be ratified.

On February 1 this year at the face-to-face Board Meeting work commenced on developing a strategic plan for the 2014-17 period.                    A draft plan was developed and passed on to the Governance Committee for further work. That work has now been finalised and the draft plan has gone back to the BCA Board for ratification at their March Board Meeting. Once ratified by the Board, the 2014-17 BCA Strategic Plan will be available for distribution to members and the wider sector.

Currently the Governance Committee is working on updating or renewing the current BCA Constitution. The current constitution              was last revised in 2007 and is in need of major amendment, or replacement with a constitution that would better align with current governance practices, the Australian Charities and Not-For–Profits Commission and the new Privacy Laws.

Over the next few months we will be engaging the membership around the updating of the BCA Constitution. 

Greg Madson

Chair 

BCA Governance Committee

The new Prodigi Reading System from HumanWare

There’s some exciting news for those with Low Vision searching                 for an easier, more sophisticated reading system. Prodigi is                  the first Personal Vision Assistant in the world that combines magnification, speech and a portable Tablet – all in one desktop unit.
It has no confusing knobs and dials and no clumsy XY table. The touch and tap controls are easy to learn and are used in both the Duo and Tablet. Simply detach the Tablet from the Duo desktop and take it wherever you go. It saves whatever you have asked it to and will display it in a choice of background/foreground colours or the amazing Diamond Edge Text that magnifies up to 80 times with no distortion or you can choose from a range of male or female Australian voices to read text to you. 
Prodigi is intelligent, adaptable, portable and amazingly simple.
Contact HumanWare on (02) 9686 2600 for your test drive.

BCA Disability Employment Services Survey

In our last edition of Blind Citizens News, we informed members about a project that we are currently undertaking for the Australian Government to explore the employment and job-searching experiences of people with a disability. As part of this project, we have developed a survey to help us gather useful data on this very important topic. It can be completed by anyone who is blind or vision impaired who has had experience job searching and only takes about 15 minutes to complete. 

If you would like to assist us by completing the survey, you can:

· Visit our website and click on the survey link to complete the survey online.

· Contact our National Office and request a copy of the survey               in your preferred format.
· Contact our National Office and ask a member of staff to assist you to complete the survey over the phone.
The survey closes 30 April. If you have any questions, please contact Project Officer, Sue Hastie (03) 9654 1400 or 1800 033 660.
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