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Parent News
June 2007
                                                                      Editorial
Wow! What a busy time it has been in the BCA office since the November edition of Parent News! In the time since the last edition, electronic assisted voting has come and gone (look out for information in this edition about electronic assisted voting for the upcoming Federal election), BCA held a Victorian Metropolitan Public Transport Forum, there were audio described performances of the Wizard of Oz and BCA has been pushing for the introduction of a form of recognised identification that has the same value as a driver’s licence to be available to non-drivers. No wonder we’re tired!
This edition is equally jam-packed with lots of tid-bits to keep you interested and informed. There’s information about the new public transport ticketing system which will be coming into effect in Victoria later this year, details on the Federal Access Card and a new section called “In My Own Words” – see page 24. With tax time creeping up, I also thought it would be timely for us to make friends with our budgets and to pass this information on to the little spenders we know. 

Also included with this edition is a letter which we have sent to individuals who donate to BCA in order to support and strengthen our advocacy focus. As it is the end of the financial year, now might be a good time to claim a tax deduction by donating or becoming part of our Pre Authorised Credit Card (PACC) donation scheme – for details contact our National office on (03) 9372 6400. 

Hope you enjoy this edition and remember that your comments, stories and feedback are what makes Parent News what it is!

Until the next edition, 

Jessica Zammit 
Editor
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 What’s On
	Now- 

July 16
	The Giant Sky Wheel is Australia’s largest travelling Ferris Wheel in the Southern Hemisphere and is operating in Birrarung Marr. Revel in being high up off the ground or visit at night to enjoy the spectacular light show. Cost is $7 for children and adults. For details, including opening times visit www.hilite.com.au 

	June 18
	The BCA Geelong Branch will be making their way to the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance. Anyone who is interested is welcome to attend and you don’t have to be a Branch member to join the event.  For details contact Wendy on (03) 5229 4376.

	June 20-July 15
	Be prepared for freefalls from the heavens, daredevil trapeze, spectacular aerial tricks and amazing pyrotechnics from the Circus Oz team. For info visit www.circusoz.com

	June 21
	Vision Australia is running a Tenpin Bowling Day at Boronia AMF for students. For details contact Di Hayward on (03) 8872 7000.

	June 23
	For those keen to play their part in the music industry, FreeZACentral are offering a number of career workshops in all parts of the state, with Croydon the first location (see p 34). To register visit www.freezacentral.vic.gov.au or call (03) 9380 1277.

	June 29
	Term 2 Ends

	June 30
	The Bledisloe Cup Test Match, the world’s ultimate rugby contest between Australia and the Kiwis, returns to the MCG. Fans will also have a chance to catch players at the Qantas Wallaby signing session on June 27. For details, visit www.getonside.com.au 

	June 30-July 15
	The Docklands Winter Wonderland features day and night ice skating, fresh snow dumps and ice sport demonstrations. Bring family or friends and enjoy live stage shows, roving entertainment, a chill out zone playing movies, giveaways, children’s carnival rides and more. For details contact (03) 9929 4400.

	July 2
	Geelong Branch – Visit to the Old Melbourne Gaol followed by lunch in Lygon Street, Carlton. For details, contact Ernie on (03) 5282 5546.

	July 2-6
	Grampians Senior Mobility Camp – Guide Dogs Victoria

This week long program is designed for secondary students with a vision impairment to learn O&M skills in an unfamiliar environment. Staying in Halls Gap, students will learn mobility aid skills, independent travel skills and living skills, including food preparation and kitchen safety as well as enjoy recreation activities. There are places for 12 students in the program so get in quick! For details contact Rachel Morgan on (03) 9854 4469. 

	July 2-12
	The RSPCA are running a series of events during the June school holidays including a session to learn about cats and kittens (July 9), ‘Horsin’ around’ where kids aged between 10-14 learn how to feed, clean and brush horses and how to make horse inspired art and craft (July 6) and ‘Dog day out’ where kids learn how to groom the education dogs and also participate in art and craft (July 2 & 12). Cost is $15 for juniors and $20 for non members. For details, contact (03) 9224 2286 or www.rspcavic.org 

	July 3
	Animal Farm @ Queen Victoria Market 10am-2pm    Country meets City as the popular Gum Gully Animal Farm returns to Queen Victoria Market, with an opportunity for ages 0-17 to pat and feed the farm animals. For details call (03) 9320 5835 or visit www.qvm.com.au

	July 9-13
	People Outdoors (see page 27) is running a 5 day Holidays Integrated Camp at Bairnsdale for young people with disabilities (cost $250). For details call (03) 9350 5116

	July 11
	Geelong Branch – Lunch at the Valley Inn Hotel, Fyans St, South Geelong. For details contact Ernie (03) 5282 5546.

	July 16
	Term 3 Begins

	July 19
	The Transport, Social Disadvantage and Well-Being Forum will be held at the Treasury Theatrette behind 1 Treasury Place Melbourne. The aim of the free forum is to increase awareness of the impact of transport on people’s well-being, to better identify how transport leads towards inclusive communities and to help map future directions. BCA will be presenting at this event. For information, visit www.monash.edu.au/cmo/Transport2007/. Please RSVP by June 15 at rsvp@adm.monash.edu.au.

	July 21
	The Statewide Vision Resource Centre (SVRC) will be the location for a Vision Loss Support Group. Dr James Elder, Ophthalmologist with the Melbourne Eye Clinic at Royal Children’s Hospital will be a guest speaker at this session and will talk about current research and treatments, his clinical statistics and experiences. This will be following by afternoon tea and a chance to network with other families. For details call Annette Godfrey-Magee (03) 9841 0807.

	July 24
	SVRC are running a WindoEyes Workshop from 9.30am-12.30pm. BYO Laptop. For details call (03) 9841 0242.

	Aug 16
	SVRC are running a MAGic Workshop from 9.30am-12.30pm. For details call (03) 9841 0242. 

	Aug 31-Sep 1
	Guide Dogs Victoria is running an Alternative Mobility Aids Program. If you are interested please contact Rosalie Long on (03) 9854 4415

	Sep
	Vision Australia is sponsoring an Outward Bound Program for 12 students between the ages of 14 and 17. If you are interested in an outdoor adventure which involves camping out, rock climbing, high ropes course and rafting, then this might be for you. The program will be held in Canberra and students will need to cover their own travel costs to Canberra plus $150 booking fee. Vision Australia will meet the balance of the cost. If you are interested, get in quick! For details contact Garry Stinchcombe on (03) 9808 6422

BCA are also planning to host another Public Transport Forum in Geelong – for details contact us on (03)93726400

	Sep 5
	SVRC are running a Mountbatten for Users Workshop from 9.30am-12.30pm. For details call (03) 9841 0242. 

	Sep 12
	Vision Australia will be hosting a Tandem Bike Riding Come and Try Day at the Cricket Pavilion, Kooyong from 10.30am-2.00pm. Cost is $7 including a sausage sizzle. For details or to RSVP (by Sep 9) call Di Hayward on (03) 8872 7000.

	Sep 24
	Geelong Branch – Ballarat Botanical Gardens, POW Memorial and Prime Ministers Busts. For details, contact Wendy on (03) 5229 4376.

	Oct 8
	Geelong Branch - Visit to Mounted Police. For details, contact Jenny on (03) 5274 2707.

	October 19-21
	BCA will be holding our National Convention at the Hotel Ibis in Melbourne. The convention will focus on education and employment from an Australian and Asia Pacific perspective, with a number of international speakers attending. This will be preceded by a technology and services expo, with representatives from Humanware, Quantum, Vision Australia and many other providers. To download a program, visit www.bca.org.au. To register please call (03) 9372 6400. 


BCA Developments

Introducing the new BCA team

Phew what a year! The BCA team has undergone a few changes as of late – we said goodbye to one of our favourite admin staff members, Judi, who has settled nicely into retirement and to Alyena Mohummadally who left to complete her thesis, then realised that she missed us all too much and returned to BCA as our Solicitor and Community Legal Education Officer! Our National Policy Officer, John Power, contributor to ‘BCA Developments’ has also left the building and is now working for Carers Victoria, with Mary Latham, our Operations Manager leaving to take a job with VCOSS. In their place, we welcome Augustine Arogun as our new Admin and Finance Officer and Leah Hobson as our new National Policy Officer, so when you call the Office, be sure to extend a warm hello! Our Board has also had a revamp, with David Blyth, AO coming in as BCA’s new President and Frank Nowlan and Don Draffin representing Victoria as Board members. 
Now to the serious stuff. The following is John’s last contribution regarding developments within BCA and focuses on the Federal Government proposal for the Access Card.
Access Card

During April last year, the Federal government announced its intention to introduce a health and social services access card. Since this time, the development and implementation of the access card has gained great momentum. However, when the enabling legislation for the card reached the Senate Finance and Public Administration Committee, it came under considerable scrutiny due to privacy concerns. It is expected that the revised legislation, together with its adjunct privacy regulations, will be reintroduced into parliament during June this year.

Contained below for your information is an excerpt from the governments access card website, which covers some important information about the proposed card. It is important to note that the Access Card is not a mandatory card nor does it constitute a national identity card. 

About the Access Card

The following is verbatim text taken from the federal government website: http://www.accesscard.gov.au/
“Information on the Card

It is proposed that your smartcard will have printed on it your name, your photo and signature, your card number and card expiry date. 

Information on the Microchip

The smartcard chip is expected to include your name, address, details of children or other dependants, digitised photo, signature, card number, expiry date, gender, concession status and your Personal Identification Number (PIN).

You will be able to customise your smartcard by storing information such as next of kin details, details of drug allergies and your organ donor status. Voluntary information will be secured by your personally selected PIN, if you choose.

How will it Work?

The card will be your key to receiving Australian Government health benefits, veterans' and social services. From 2010, you will need to present your card when dealing with an agency or provider of these services. Beyond that, it will not be compulsory to carry or show the card. If you have children, their details will be included on your smartcard’s chip.

No financial information, health records or your Tax File Number will be on the smartcard, in the chip or held by the registration service.  Your existing entitlements will not change”.

For further information on the Access Card visit: http://www.accesscard.gov.au/about_card.html
BCA’s advocacy on the access card

Throughout the development of the access card, and its enabling legislation, BCA has been advocating for the needs of people who or blind or vision impaired. When the draft legislation was open for comment during December 2006 and January this year, BCA made a formal submission to the Office of the Access Card. During February, the legislation entered parliament [Human Services (Enhanced Service Delivery) Bill 2007] and was passed by the House of Representatives. When legislation reached the Senate an inquiry into the bill was conducted by the Senate Finance and Public Administration Standing Committee. BCA made a formal submission to this inquiry. In support of this submission, BCA also delivered evidence to the committee’s inquiry during their public hearings. A copy of BCA’s submission to the inquiry can be found online at:

www.bca.org.au/natpol/0703_BCA_Submission_Access_Card_Inquiry.html. Alternative formats of this submission can be made on request by calling BCA’s National Office toll free: 1800 033 660.

The issues BCA raised in its submission work on the access card include the following:

1. All public material relating to the access card, including promotional material, must be made available in accessible formats for people who are blind or vision impaired. 

2. The access card and personal identification: Without access to a drivers license, people with a vision impairment are left in a disadvantaged position in the community when undertaking everyday tasks, such as applying for a home loan or passport. To aid our advocacy on this issue, the submissions recommended that the access card be given the same level of points as a passport, birth certificate and drivers license. 

3. That the registration and application process to obtain the access card be accessible to people who are blind or vision impaired.

4. Card Design: The access card needs to be distinct in its size, shape, tactile and visual appearance to enable people who are blind or vision impaired to distinguish it from the mass of cards people who are blind or vision impaired use in their daily lives. However, these specific needs for the blind and vision impaired community should be commonly embedded features applied to all access cards. To apply these special needs of the card only to blind or vision impaired recipients will only increase the stigmatisation of the blind and vision impaired community.

BCA has been consulting with representatives from the department of human services on these design issues.

Towards a National Youth Agenda 

The Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) is in the process of developing a National Youth Agenda. The Agenda aims to focus the attention of the wider public, including government authorities, on the issues confronting Australia’s youth, including those with disabilities, and to encourage collaborative systemic support. The main values that will underlie the Agenda are respect and recognition; health and human development; social integration; and material wellbeing. NDS’ National Committee on Children, Young People and Their Families will provide comments for the Agenda’s proposed content. More information: www.aracy.org.au/AM/Template.cfm?Section=National_Youth_Agenda
Making Your Vote Count – on a State and Federal Level
Editor’s Note: The Victorian election has come and gone, however we are now gearing up for the Federal election. Here’s an opportunity to find out how the trial went from a BCA perspective and what to expect for the upcoming election. We also require your support- read on!

The Victorian State election was held on Saturday 25 November, 2007, with the first ever Victorian trial of electronic assisted voting taking place in Victoria at 6 E-Centres. The E-Centres provided access to a computer with a touch-screen, keypad and headphones, with voting instructions provided audibly through screen reader software. Voters were also able to choose to access instructions and candidate options in large print, with magnifiers and maxi pencils provided. Text enlargement software was also provided, with two levels of contrast: black font on a white background or vice versa. 
The verdict

BCA received a lot of positive feedback from members who trialled electronic assisted voting. A number of voters stated that this was the first time that they were able to cast an independent vote, with one person stating that being able to independently vote made him feel “just like a regular citizen”. However, the turnout of blind and vision impaired voters to trial electronic assisted voting was very low, creating doubt as to whether this would be provided at the 2007 Federal Election. This uncertainty was based on the financial costs of making the technology available, without the numbers to support its availability. 

So what’s next?

Luckily, the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) agreed with the need to provide electronic assisted voting at this year’s Federal election, with 30 polling E-Centres to be allocated throughout Australia. It is expected that there will be a few E-Centres in Victoria in Melbourne and selected regional areas. The location of these E-Centres is still to be decided, with BCA continuing our input into this process. It is envisaged that there will be similar provisions as to what was provided for the Victorian trial but keep an ear out through your service providers for more information closer to the Election. 

What I can do?

Currently, we are reassuring the Federal government that electronic assisted voting is a positive step forward in ensuring the independence of people who are blind or vision impaired. Furthermore, we want electronic assisted voting to be a permanent fixture at future state and Federal elections, rather than see all of our hard work go down the drain. So the best way you can help is to consider doing the following:

· If you haven’t previously enrolled to vote and are over 18 years of age, you must enrol to vote. Information on how to enrol is available through 13 23 26 or www.aec.gov.au/enrolling_to_vote/ You can obtain an enrolment form for your local Australia Post or AEC (call 13 23 26 for information about AEC office locations). This needs to be signed and witnessed, then returned to the AEC in a reply paid envelope provided with the form. 
· Many people who are blind or vision impaired are registered for a postal vote and may be unaware that other options are available. Consider changing the way you vote – easy done through the AEC.
· Ensure your details are uptodate, particularly if you have moved since the last Federal election. You can do this bv calling the AEC.
· Tell others about electronic assisted voting – colleagues, friends, family, students and clients. The more people who know about it, the more likely that this will be available in the future. 
· Remember: Your personal details are not recorded. There is no way to identify a voter through an electronically cast vote. 
A new PT Ticketing system – Myki 
Editor’s note: In my role as the Victorian Advocacy & Information Officer, I have put together a Q&A document of frequently asked questions relating to the new ticketing system. Please note that aspects of the system have not been finalised and may be subject to change. 
What changes will take place with the introduction of a new ticketing system in Victoria?

The current ticketing system will be replaced with a long life smartcard called myki which has a microchip installed in the card. myki will be used for all train, tram and bus travel in Melbourne and in major regional centres including Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, Moe, Morwell and Traralgon. This also includes VLine services. Commuters will be required to scan on and scan off when travelling on the public transport system.

How do I scan my myki?

To scan myki, you need to hold the myki card approximately 10cms away from the myki scanner. The scanning of the card needs to be an intentional action but does not require direct contact with the scanner. It doesn’t matter which way you hold your card in order to swipe it. 

At train stations that have barriers, the scanner will be located on your right hand side at waist height on the top of the barrier.  Once your card has been successfully scanned, there will be an audible beep and the gates will open to allow you to walk through. These barriers will have multiple sensors at different points on the gate to track a person’s movement to ensure that people with mobility restrictions have enough time to pass through the barriers safely.  

At stations without barriers, the myki scanner will be located at the entry/exit area of the platform where existing validator machines are located. For those with some usable vision, the myki scanners are bright yellow and are placed at between shoulder and waist height on a pedastool. The screens will have large black font on a white background.

For users who need to put funds on their card, a blue myki check device will allow you to check the balance of your myki and view the details of your most recent trips. 

The larger myki vending machines will dispense short term tickets, allow top up of your myki card and allow you to check the history of your most recent trips.  These machines will allow commuters with low vision to change the colour of the screen to black text on a white background to increase contrast. It will also allow you to zoom in on the text which is in sentence casing to make it easier to read. Raised tactile and Braille will also be included on the vending machine to provide the user with information about how to change the visual settings.  

Where will the barriers be located so I can scan my myki?

The location of the myki scanners will vary for the different modes of public transport, but will remain consistent to the current arrangements for most modes of transport.

Metropolitan trains - At present, people who use a travel pass must make their way to the wide barrier which allows for access for people with a disability. This barrier is normally identified by the use of Tactile Ground Surface Indicators (TGSIs) to make it easier for a vision impaired person to locate the barrier. Travel pass holders can now enter and exit the station independently without having to wait for a staff member to open the gate at premium stations such as Flinders Street. We would however still recommend that members use the wide barrier to enter and exit these stations. The level of staffing at premium stations is not expected to change, so assistance from staff can be requested.  

VLine services – myki scanners will also be located on VLine train station platforms at the entry to the platform. Inspectors will carry small, light hand-held devices similar to personal organisers which they will use to check myki once you have boarded the train. This will also be used by ticket inspectors on all modes of transport. For VLine, your card can be scanned after you have boarded the train and are in your seat. 

Trams – myki scanners will be located on both sides of the entry doors on both sides of the vehicle. 

Buses – myki scanners will be located at the entry point of the bus, next to the driver and at the rear door.

When will myki become active for use?

The myki rollout will begin with a customer pilot later in 2007 and will continue into 2008. This will allow commuters plenty of time to get used to the system. This pilot will be conducted in Geelong and participants will be recruited by a market research company based on their transport usage. The TTA has indicated that representation by people with disabilities within this geographic area is important and will include people who are blind or vision impaired.  

Is there a place where I can trial myki? 

The best opportunity to see how myki works is to visit the myki Discovery Centre located at the Collins Street end of Southern Cross Station. To locate the centre, enter from the corner of Collins and Spencer Streets, turn right and walk straight for approximately 40 metres. The myki discovery centre is the size of a small retail outlet and is semi enclosed. Platform 1 will be on your left hand side. The centre will be open Monday to Friday - 8.30am to 6.30pm, and Saturday and Sunday 9.00am to 5.00pm (Editor’s note: The centre is temporarily closed due to construction work by will reopen by the mid-late July).
The centre is aimed at increasing public awareness about Myki and the need to scan on and off the system. Please note that this is only a demonstration and therefore it is not an accurate reflection of the system which will be implemented as much of the software and hardware is still being reviewed. 

What happens if I can’t scan my myki when I exit the mode of transport?

The purpose of scanning on and off is to enable myki to calculate the best fare for you based on how frequently you travel. If you do not have a National Blind Travel Pass, failure to scan off when you are leaving a mode of transport will mean that the best fare might not be calculated and you will be charged a default fare. The default fare is yet to be determined. For individuals who have a travel pass, this is not an issue as the recipient is entitled to free travel and therefore a default fare will not be charged. Where possible we recommend that you scan on and off when travelling on public transport. It is important to note that at stations with barriers, you must scan on and off to be able to enter and exit the public transport system.

The Transport Ticketing Authority (TTA) are working on the business rules governing Myki which may lead to greater flexibility in whether a person with a travel pass needs to scan on and off the system.
What happens to my current travel pass when it expires?

If you have not renewed your travel pass in the last year, you will need to provide a photo to the Central Pass Office (CPO), so that this can be scanned on to the Myki card, which will be automatically sent to you once the card design has been approved. You can visit the Central Pass Office (CPO) at the Bourke Street end of Southern Cross Station or send a colour passport size photo, a photo copy of your current pass and a stamp self addressed envelope to the CPO to be processed.  For details contact the Central Pass Office on (03) 9619 1568.

How will myki affect the use of my Companion Card?

BCA are pushing for the existing companion card to be fitted with a microchip rather than an additional separate Myki card being issued. A decision is yet to be made by the Transport Ticketing Authority (TTA) regarding this). The name of your companion will not be contained in the microchip, as it is recognised that your companion will not always be the same person. It is expected that this card will still contain photo identification. The entitlements of this card will not change due to the introduction of myki.  

Where can I get a myki card?

As stated earlier, myki will be automatically issued to travel pass recipients. Other concession card holders will be contacted and advised how to obtain their myki concession cards.  Individuals who are not entitled to a travel pass can purchase myki from customer service centres at train stations, myki machines located at train stations, tram super stops, selected retail outlets such as 7-11, the myki customer service centre and the myki website. Remember, you only need to purchase one myki which you can then top up with funds. To put money on your card you can use all of the services listed earlier, as well as the Internet and the phone.  

Can I leave my myki card in my wallet/purse or in my pocket and get through the system?

You should be able to leave your myki card in your wallet.
Can I use myki on public transport in other states?

No. myki cannot be used on public transport in other states of Australia. However, for travel pass recipients, myki can be used in the same way as the current travel pass when travelling interstate, as it will contain photo identification and your name. Just show your myki when travelling interstate to ensure that you continue to receive free travel. 

I am an interstate traveller and a travel pass recipient and I would like to visit Victoria. How will Myki affect me?

Your travel pass will still be accepted in Victoria, however you will not need to swipe in and out of the system. At premium stations, staff should be present to open the barriers to allow you to enter and exit the station. Other transport modes will operate as per current arrangements.
Will there be a distinguishing tactile feature on myki to assist blind and vision impaired users to identify the correct card?

This is yet to be confirmed, but BCA have strongly encouraged that a tactile feature be included on Myki. 

What happens if I lose my myki or my card becomes damaged? 

If you have a registered myki and you lose your card, the card will be cancelled and a new myki, with your travel pass details (if applicable) will be registered and sent to you. If a non-registered card is lost, the card and the remaining funds will not be replaced, as there will not be a way to verify the cardholder. The cost of replacing a lost or damaged card has not yet been established.

What consultation has BCA provided regarding myki?

BCA has been extensively involved in consultation since the inception of the myki idea. Our feedback has led to changes in the screen output, including zoom functionality, black and white contrast, height of the machines, luminance contrast, the need for raised tactile and Braille markings on the machine and adherence to disability legislation and standards. Further consultation will be undertaken leading up to the introduction of the system and in future developments and modifications through our role on the Public Transport Access Committee. 

Is there anything else that I should be aware of?

The Transport Ticketing Authority are in the process of developing second-generation vending machines which will be audio enabled and are aimed at ensuring greater accessibility and functionality for people who are blind or vision impaired. BCA will continue to consult on the development of these machines. 

Making Your Budget Love You
Editor’s note: There is nothing harder than sticking to a budget – particularly when you want something but know that you shouldn’t have it. This section provides budgeting tips as well as sources to help you make a budget and stick to it. Information has also been provided on concessions to make budgeting that little bit easier!

Source: Adapted from Youth Central – Saving and Spending  www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/Managing+Money/Saving+%26+spending/ 
A budget lets you know if you are living within your means. If you're spending more than you're earning, you'll be going backwards rather than saving. Budgets are like your own personal small business statements. They are the sum of your income (wages, salary, interest from bank accounts etc.) minus the sum of your expenses (rent, food, bills, mobile phone etc.) What you have left is your disposable income. 

When you work out your budget, if you discover you're spending more than your income, you need to either increase your income or reduce your spending.

A budget also can set you on the road to saving for something special like a holiday or a car or even building an investment portfolio. A good online resource is Dollars and Sense to help you to create a budget:

www.dollarsandsense.com.au/ThingsYouWant/tips_on_budgeting.asp (Editor’s note: This has been tested with Jaws 7 and is reasonably accessible and the bonus is that it can be exported to Excel so that text can be enlarged as necessary)

Here are some tips to help you set a realistic budget and stick to it:

· don't aim too high with your goals - start with small, achievable ones that keep you motivated
· ask someone to help you create a budget and stick to it 

· give your budget a bit of flexibility so that you can stick to it 

· make sure you have allowed for 'unexpected expenses' 

· try to include some money for rewards to keep you motivated. Sometimes spending a small amount of money can stop you from blowing a lot 
· make a list on payday of things that need to be paid or bought and stick to the list 
· learn to say 'NO' - if you can't afford it don't buy it 
· before you buy stuff, shop around. Check out prices of goods and compare them. Tips on how to get a good deal are provided at www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/Managing+Money/Saving+%26+spending/Budgeting/
· pay your rent and utilities before spending money on anything else 
· if you have a debt, it doesn't mean you have to pay it all at once. Ring and make a plan with the loan company to pay it off at a reasonable rate every week or fortnight. 

How much money can I save? 

By creating a budget, you will be able to see exactly where your money's coming from and where you're spending it. You will probably be able to see ways to cut your spending and save more. 

If you want to save more money, you have to reduce your expenses.  When you think about your next purchase, consider if it's something you really need or if it's just something you just really want. 

Why do budgets often fail? 

Budgets often fail because people have set unrealistic goals. You don't have to go without all the luxuries in life. In fact, if you want your budget to be successful, make sure you still give yourself the occasional treat.
If you start taking sandwiches to work, allow yourself a bought lunch once a week or once a fortnight. Don't give up going to movies - just switch the time you go to the cheap nights.

Working out the right budget for you will always take fine-tuning. Sometimes you will underestimate what things cost, sometimes you will have to allow for an emergency. It's all about finding the right balance. 

You need to monitor your budget for a few months and then revisit it once a year to check you're on track. 

Another source you can visit is the Money Manager Step-by-Step Guide to Budgeting located at: 

www.moneymanager.com.au/planning/guides/budget_guide.html
If you are a student, there may also be benefits which you may not be currently accessing. Lots of different concessions are available to students, the unemployed and other low-income earners. It's always worth asking places if they offer discounts - besides a couple of dollars, what else have you got lose?
Student discounts 

Discounts to movies, at bookstores, at restaurants, pubs and clubs, on computers and computer software, on airfares and public transport are just a few of the concessions available to students. Generally though, you have to be a full-time student to be eligible for most concessions.

Most places only require that you show them your student card from your university, school or TAFE to get the discount. Check with your student admin office, as they will probably have a list of places where you can get discounts.
To buy concession priced tickets and travel on public transport throughout Victoria, you need to have a Tertiary Concession Card or a Primary/Secondary Concession Card or a Health Care Card (Editor’s note: or National Blind Travel Pass if you are legally blind). Make sure you carry your concession card at all times if you want to avoid those pesky fines!

Travel discounts 

If you're planning to travel either in Australia or overseas, it may be worth getting an International Student Identity Card (visit www.statravel.com.au/cps/rde/xchg/au_division_web_live/hs.xsl/isic_card.htm). It will give you access to more than 28,000 discounts and benefits both in Australia and overseas. You can save on airfares, accommodation, museums, cultural venues, food, shopping, movies and lots more.

Centrelink - Health Care Card 

A Health Care Card entitles you to reduced cost medicines under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS). This means if you get sick, you can get all the medicine you need for a really cheap price. 

As well as this, you may also be entitled other concessions and some of these concessions are also available to your dependents. 

You can get a Health Care Card if you get a Centrelink payment such as Austudy, ABSTUDY, Newstart or Youth Allowance. But only job seekers receive this card automatically. If you are a full-time student and receiving Youth Allowance, you can apply as a low income earner. Some of the things you can get concessions for include health care costs including ambulance, dental care and eye care, public transport costs, water rates and energy/electricity bills. These can all add up to some really big savings, so if you're on a tight budget, it's really worth investigating. For more information, visit www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.nsf/payments/conc_cards_hcc.htm 
In My Own Words

Editor’s note: In My Own Words is a new section within Parent News, which will look at providing the stories of everyday and not so everyday blind and vision impaired Australians. It is the telling of their personal story, from their perspective. I hope you enjoy! This edition focuses on the story of Anita Viglione and her experiences as a university student. 
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My name is Anita Viglione. I have recently completed a double degree of Bachelor of Computer Engineering and Bachelor of Science and am beginning a Masters in Engineering Science. I was born with a vision impairment which affects my reading and writing speed and accuracy and my capacity to navigate new environments safely. Throughout my schooling I found it difficult at times to work with the materials I was given but that never stopped me from learning.

Photo: Anita Viglione graduating from the University of Melbourne.

I wanted to study at university because I like learning and wanted to enter into the field of research. I have an interest in both computers and physics and that is why I chose the degree that I did. I chose to do the masters to be able to continue into the research field. The University of Melbourne provided me with a scholarship which greatly assisted my capacity to complete my studies.

Because of my vision impairment the major obstacles I have had to deal with are text size, both printed and computer screen, and exams. What helped me overcome this was being able to adjust the text size on computer screens to a larger size and to have my exams printed in larger text. It also takes me longer to read text because of my vision impairment, and thus I have extra time for all my end of subject exams. Practical classes were more difficult because of my impairment and when given a choice of experiments I had to choose ones that my impairment would not interfere with.

I have found the university very helpful and encouraging, in particular the staff of the Disability Liaison Unit (DLU) have always assisted me to manage my university program. While the DLU were helpful with my end of semester exams, if a subject had a mid-semester exam or any other type of test I had to tell the lecturers about my vision impairment and ask them for more time on these assessments, and this became frustrating at times. A central system that advised all lecturers of my disability at the commencement of every semester would have been useful.

I have terrible handwriting due to my impairment but have been lucky that most of my assessments I have submitted as typed reports. My impairment also affects my writing speed thus having printed or online lecture notes has been really helpful for me because it means that during lectures I can listen to the lecturer more attentively.

I have found my experience at the University of Melbourne enjoyable and with all of the assistance I feel that I have been able to manage my program very effectively regardless of my impairment.

GDV Young Adults Program
The Young Adults Program is a newly developed aspect of Guide Dogs Victoria’s O&M service. The service will provide a range of exciting O&M programs for young people who want to develop their O&M skills and at the same time extend their social networks. The programs also offer an excellent opportunity to learn a wide range of important life skills in a fun and stimulating way. The goals of the program are

· O&M skill development
· ADL skill development
· Increase confidence and enhance self-esteem
· Decision making skill development and practice
· Develop self-advocacy skills
· Provide opportunities for leadership and using initiative
· Opportunities to encourage ownership of choices, consequences and responsibilities
· Social skill development
· Opportunities to develop and extend social networks and to develop peer mentoring
· Awareness of other services

The team is also developing a Young Adults program Newsletter that will contain information about upcoming events and reports about completed activities. The newsletter will be sent to all on the mailing list. Events for 2007 include an Alternative Mobility Aids program on August 31and September 1and a Ladies Day Out on November 8. Upcoming programs also include Amazing Race and A Cultural Experience, with dates and program themes to be confirmed. For further information about the programs or any other aspect of the Young Adults program please contact Darlene McIntosh, John-Ross Barresi or Rosalie Long on (03) 9854 4444.
Sport Mad
People Outdoors
Editor’s note: A friend of mine works for People Outdoors and I’ve heard about some of their great events, which would definitely be open to students who are blind or vision impaired and love the outdoors.
People Outdoors is a community based non-profit organisation, established in 1989, by the Australian Camps Association. Their vision is to achieve “Adventure for All” and cater for people at all levels of ability. Made up of a team of dedicated volunteers, their focus is towards:

· Providing recreation programs designed to promote cooperation, leadership and self-esteem.
· Nurture, encourage and challenge participants to be independent.

· Tailoring services and programs to individual needs and goals.

· Provide opportunities for individuals to reach goals and enjoy lifestyles appropriate to their age.

· Increase the opportunities for all ages to be involved with camping and outdoor recreation activities.
· Increase the opportunities for children and teenagers with disabilities to access mainstream school holiday camps.
· Provide respite alternatives for families, whilst offering fun for the individual camper participating and assist families to link into other community activities and networks.
New campers are eligible to apply if they live or are cared for by an unpaid carer, must be aged according to the programs and must live within the nominated program areas. Programs are run in the Northern, Eastern, Western and Southern Regions. 

Unfortunately the website has not been updated to reflect programs for the next half of 2007, therefore if you would like further information about programs, contact People Outdoors on (03) 9350 5116 or peopleoutdoors@auscamps.asn.au
Paralympic Talent Search

It’s back! The Toyota Paralympic Talent Search Program is an initiative of the Australian Paralympic Committee (APC). Its main aim is to identify people with physical disabilities or vision impairments who display the athletic potential to one day make it to Paralympic level competition.

The Toyota Paralympic Talent Search Program is only open to people with disabilities which would enable them to participate in events currently on the Paralympic Games schedule. The age group that is being targeted is 12 years and above. The Australian Paralympic Copmmittee will be conducting sporting tests to help identify future Paralympic athletes. Some of the sports that will be targeted are athletics, cycling, swimming, wheelchair basketball and table tennis.

Following the success of the program in 2005/06 a calendar incorporating 20 Toyota Paralympic Talent Search Days across all states and territories of Australia has been developed. The dates for the Paralympic search are as follows:

· June 24 – Mentone Grammar School, 63 Venice Street, Mentone 9.30am-1.00pm
· October 20 – Melbourne East
· December 1 – Melbourne (Metro West)

For further information and to register contact: Tim Matthews (03) 9614 6800 or tim.matthews@paralympic.org.au
Tech Savvy
Talking Crayons Developed to Help Toddlers Learn Colours and Spelling

Source: Adapted from the Chronicle Herald, Nova Scotia, Canada, Tuesday, November 28, 2006, written by Joel Jacobson 
Blue. Spell it with me. B-L-U-E.

That's a talking crayon, one developed to help toddlers learn colours and how to spell. It talks through a battery-operated plastic base in which it is inserted. The base reads the colour and relates the information. However, six-year-old Rachel Yorke has found another use for the crayon. Because she is blind, the Grade 1 student at Salmon River Elementary School is able to 'see' each of the six colours in the package by using the base.

They're called Dora i-crayons -- 'i' for interactive, which is becoming a norm with many of today's children's toys and learning methods. Many of the tools Rachel uses in school and at home have interactive components so she can sense what she cannot see. 
She hugs a Winnie the Pooh bear that talks to her, asking questions for her to answer aloud about his (and her) favourite Pooh characters. She has learning tools such as colouring pages with raised images for her to fill in areas with her talking crayons. She learned braille as a toddler and now has an older machine at home and a sleeker, more modern one at school to type in Braille, which helps her keep up with her classmates.

But it's the talking crayons that have created the most enjoyment for this youngster since her grandmother Linda Babineau accidentally found them in a Truro department store a couple of weeks ago.

Candace Yorke picks up the story. 'I was in Halifax at the IWK Health Centre for an eye checkup with Rachel. My mother took our four-year-old, Kaytlen, shopping and Kaytie saw the crayons and wanted them.' She laughs. 'Of course, her grandmother gave in, not knowing they talked, but just that her granddaughter wanted them. When we realized they talked, the first thought was how perfect they were for Rachel. Now she can colour without having to ask anyone for help. She has independence when colouring.'

Candace says she had attached braille labels to her earlier crayons for Rachel to identify the colours but this had the advantage of the crayons talking to the little girl.

Candace e-mailed International World of Toys in Montreal, which created and patented the crayons a year before, expressing her delight with the product and explaining how Rachel is blind and able to use this wonderful new tool to help her learn.

'I was overwhelmed to hear from Candace,' says Laurie Verrelli, president of the company, which has sold more than 300,000 sets of six crayons worldwide since the launch a year ago. 'When we developed this a year or so ago, our aim was to teach toddlers. I was so happy to hear Rachel received such pleasure, and independence, from the crayons. We had never thought that far ahead, that the crayons would help blind children.'

She reacted instantly. The next day, an express van pulled up to the Yorke house with a parcel for Rachel: Laurie had sent her a few extra sets of crayons.

'Through Candace, we've started to make contacts with schools to provide them with crayons,' says Laurie. The Atlantic Provinces Special Education Authority, which provides education and programs for children and teens who are deaf, deaf and blind, hard of hearing, blind or visually impaired, is one.

Rachel nibbles on an after-school cookie and drinks some milk as she talks about her crayons. 'My favourite colour is magenta. I like it. It's a dark colour, but I don't like black and green. I like most of them though,' she says of the package that contains red, yellow, blue, green, purple and orange crayons.

Rachel was born sighted, but cataracts, which she had from birth, weren't diagnosed until she was two. By then, she had developed glaucoma and other eye diseases. By four, her vision was gone. She's had various tests and procedures to try to save some sight, but Candace says all hope for that is gone now.

'Rachel is doing awesome,' Candace says proudly. 'She has a little white cane and boogies around the school very easily. The other kids and all the staff are aware of her and are careful not to move things. If they do, they let Rachel know. They've been wonderful at the school.'

‘MYTIME’ For Parents of Children with a Disability

MyTime, the Peer Support Groups for Parents of Young Children with Disabilities Program funded by Department of Family and Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FACSIA) is up and running with the first seven parent support groups established in Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania. Groups can also talk online using the MyTime website discussion forum. By June, 80 local groups will be operating around Australia and more than 315 will be established over the next three and a half years. For more information, go to http://www.mytime.net.au/. 

RIDBC Teleschool

The Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children Teleschool provides innovative national distance education using advanced technologies. The program has been assisting children aged 0-5 years who live in rural and regional areas. The recently expanded program has evolved with new technologies and will now also be available to children with a hearing impairment right through their schooling years. For more information, go to http://www.ridbc.org.au/services/remote.asp
AFB CareerConnect – fantastic website for students 

Source: Adapted from The Bulletin, SVRC, No 9, Friday June 8 2007

The American Foundation for the Blind has a website called CareerConnect, which has been specifically designed for people with vision impairments. Here you get help writing your CV, creating a calendar of appointments, preparing for job interviews and even get in touch with someone with a vision impairment who is already in a career in which you are interested.  Go to www.afb.org and click on CareerConnect (under ‘QuickLinks’). There are over 1,000 ‘mentors’ who are blind or VI and students can contact them by email. Although they live and work in America, it will still be useful for students to make contact and find out about working or studying in their field, with a vision impairment.
Freedom Scientific and Quantum Technology Grant 

If you are a vision impaired Australian planning on pursuing further studies in 2008 or are currently enrolled in tertiary studies you are eligible to apply for the above grant. The prize is a copy of JAWS for Windows Professional valued at approximately $2000. To enter, tell Quantum in 500 words or less, us why you need a Freedom Scholarship and how it will assist you in your tertiary studies. 

Applications close Friday October 26 2007 and must be attached to an application form. To obtain an application form, please call Quantum Technology office on (02) 8844 9888 or email info@quantumtechnology.com.au. 

Applications can be sent by email to info@quantumtechnology.com.au or via mail to Quantum Technology, PO Box 390, Rydalmere NSW 2116. 

 Entertainment
Audio Description – Review of the Wizard of Oz 

“We’re off to see the Wizard, the wonderful Wizard of Oz!”. The young and young at heart were able to enjoy the audio described performances of the Wizard of Oz which were held in March. Patrons were able to enjoy the visual elements of the movie, by using a headset and listening to a description of what was occurring on the screen, coupled with the dialogue. The experience was enhanced by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra who accompanied the soundtrack music with a complete orchestra located at the front of the theatre. 

The feedback received for this production was very positive, with a lot of constructive feedback on how to improve audio description. One attendee noted: “I benefited greatly from the audio description. I went to see The Wizard of Oz as a ten-year-old kid, but without audio description. I remember now that I got lost in the story line during the storm, and I never recovered…With the audio description I now have a much better understanding of this famous story. My children had the video of The Wizard of Oz but I never watched it with them. Not knowing the story-line, I couldn't join in their conversation”. We couldn’t ask for better encouragement to continue audio description!

To stay in touch with upcoming audio described events, contact the EASE ticket service run through Arts Access on 03 9699 8497 or visit www.artsaccess.com.au 
Thinking about playing guitar?

If you are thinking about playing guitar and want to meet other blind guitarists, then perhaps you may want to join a new list created on Yahoo! The list is for anyone, particularly those interested in teaching people who are blind or vision impaired, or need to ask some questions this is the place to do so. To join, email Blind-Guitarist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. All people interested in music are encouraged to join!

Want to work in the music industry?

FReeZACentral, an initiative of the Department of Victorian Communities, hosts free one-day workshops in metropolitan and regional Victoria for young people aged 15 to 25 who want to establish a career in the music industry.  Workshops will be held on the following dates and run from 10.00am-4.00pm. 

Sat June 23: Croydon - EVs, 212 Mount Dandenong Road, Croydon

Tues June 26: Leongatha - Leongatha Secondary College Hall, Nerrena Road, Leongatha

Sat June 30: Ararat - YMCA, 61-73 High Street, Ararat 

Tues July 3: Wangaratta - Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE, Docker Street, Wangaratta

Sat July 7: CBD - VU Graduate School of Business, Level 11, Room 1
300 Flinders Street, Melbourne

Wed July 11: Swan Hill - Town Hall, Cnr McCallum & Beveridge St, Swan Hill

Sat July 14: Werribee - FReeZA/Youth Dept services, 86 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing

Wed July 18: Hamilton - SW Tafe, 39 Hammond Street. Hamilton 
The Mentoring Program is for young people 18-25 years old who want to take the next step in their music industry career. More information on both programs can be accessed from The Push on (03) 9380 1277 or visit www.freezacentral.vic.gov.au 
Unique children’s book includes Auslan
‘Dusty Devil’ is a newly-released picture book which includes Auslan images above the English text – the first ever Australian picture book to
do so. Dusty Devil is a mischievous whirlwind who spins through Mr Brown’s farm and makes an awful mess. The story will not only entertain children as it introduces of each of the animals on the farm, it will also help them develop a basic sign vocabulary and give them a head start in
communication. The book retails for $25.00 and can be ordered through the Bilby Publishing website http://www.bilby.net/Keysign/SignCatalog.asp#ChildBooks  

New discussion group for computer users
A new group has been developed for blind users to discuss or ask for help using computers with speech access technology. Unlike many other groups, this group is general and as long as you are talking about using your computer with speech access, then it's on topic.

To subscribe visit blindcomputerusers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

To post a message, email post blindcomputerusers@yahoogroups.com 

Finding all the good places to eat

The City of Melbourne has put together a publication called City Eating, which is a guide featuring access information on 88 eateries in the CBD. It contains basic information on the venue, price range and opening hours and covers a variety of access considerations including lighting, floor surface and accessible toilets. To download a word version, visit: www.accessmelbourne.vic.gov.au/info.cfm?top=268&pg=1994 or call the City of Melbourne on (03) 9658 9658. 
Perspective

Source: www.bbc.co.uk/ouch/assessment/jessica_callahan.shtml 
Jessica Callahan is a 20 year old blind singer songwriter from Los Angeles. She is currently putting the finishing touches to her debut album as a signed artist to independent label Rendezvous. 

Getting around

I don't go places by myself because I get distracted by thinking about one thing and end up lost. I took the bus once but really didn't like it. I usually go with my friends, or my mom or dad. I use my cane if I'm inside a building and need to find something. The recording studio feels like my home but sometimes there are a lot of instruments around and I have to use my "blind stick" there.

Hero

My family, because they are the best people ever and they support me through everything that I want to do. They never tell me that I can't unless I really can't because it wouldn't be good for me. They are the ones who teach me most about life and culture.

Villain

Perfume. I'm addicted to it and want to buy a new bottle every day. My mom has limited me to one purchase a month. I try to make sure that the fragrance I wear goes with my mood, or the person I'm with. If they don't like flowers I won't wear a flowery sent.

The question I get asked most often

So how much can you see? The answer is light, dark and shadows. The next question is usually, no colours? Only if I concentrate hard enough.

Food

I like to eat chicken, particularly the barbecue Thai style chicken my mom makes. I also like macaroni and cheese. I go out to eat a lot. Usually the staff become conscious that I'm blind and don't point at things, etc. I generally avoid foods which are difficult to eat but it really depends who I'm with. With boys I'm petrified. At my prom I ate macaroni and cheese when the rest ate steak because I didn't want to get my dress dirty.

Favourite gizmo

It's a toss up between my lap top and my cellphone. On my phone, I have a programme called Talks which lets me use the phonebook and read my text messages. I take my cellphone with me everywhere and have ringtones programmed for everyone. My laptop is important because I'm online all the time using MySpace and talking to people.

Disability role model

There is a guy named Lynn Manning who became blind through an accident. He is a poet and playwright and a technical advisor for blind justice. I met him through theatre and every time I see him I'm amazed by him. He is awesome. I think if I were to look up to another blind person it would definitely be him. Most of my other role models are songwriters. I admire Damian Rice, Fiona Apple and dead singer songwriter Elliott Smith who has written songs about depression and addiction. I haven't got one Beatles record.

What will have changed ten years from now?

I hope that there will be a little more peace. I also want them to take away those annoying sounds for crossing the street like birds chirping. I'd prefer music.

Shopping

I love shopping. I don't have to buy anything but just like being in a mall because of how it smells. I know the stores by the way that they smell. My favourite things to shop for are perfume and underwear. My mom is pretty good at helping me to choose practical stuff but if I'm looking for party clothes I'll take someone else, like my sister or one of my friends. I then hide the clothes in my closet so that my parents will never know.

Clothes and fashion

My mom and sister tell me what's hip right now and my friend Carly gives me great descriptions of what other people are wearing. She will associate outfits with pop icons. I have makeup, but I don't wear it on a day to day basis, only if I'm doing something special. My mom does my eye makeup for me.

Nights out

I'm 20, so not old enough to drink "legally" in the US yet. That definitely limits where I can go. Usually my friends and I go out for coffee or get something and bring it back. Sometimes we hang out in Hollywood which makes us feel a bit more important.

What aren't you getting enough of?

I'm not getting enough rain. I want more rain. I love rain, I love the sound, I love the feeling, the smell and I love thunder.

What do you spend most of your time doing?

Writing songs and using MySpace. I try not to be too much of a nerd.

About Jessica Callahan

Jessica Callahan lives with her family in L.A. She is currently putting the finishing touches to her debut album as a signed artist which is due out next year. "I think my music has a lot of different elements including pop, rock and soul. Lyrically it's all about things that occur in my life but I try to make it a little less about me and more universal and I find that a lot of people can relate to it. I don't think I intentionally write from a blind person's perspective. I'm not going to take out words like 'see'.

"Right now I'm rehearsing with my band and going through some new ideas because we still have one more track to cut. On Saturdays I work at the South California Conservatory of Music. We teach blind kids and children with learning difficulties."

Although she recognises that being blind could potentially have it's disadvantages when travelling with her music etc, Jessica Callahan sees it mainly as a positive.

"It's definitely very cool to be a blind person trying to get out there. I see my blindness as being cool. Something which makes me unique. I'm not out there to be some sort of inspirational blind person but if I happen to become that to some people then fine."

Signing off
Another edition completed which I hope you have enjoyed reading. As always, any contributions and feedback for Parent News is appreciated, particularly if you would like to see something included which is not currently provided in this magazine. If you have any information that would be of benefit to other parents or would like to contribute a piece, please forward this no later than September 7, 2007 to Jessica Zammit by mail (PO Box 24, Sunshine, VIC 3020), email (jessica.zammit@bca.org.au) or call (03) 9372 6400.
Also just a reminder that included with this magazine is our donor appeal letter – your donation great or small will ensure that we can continue to advocate on issues for people who are blind or vision impaired throughout Australia.  Thank you for your support.
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Dear Friend

It has taken 50 years, but now, for the first time in my life, I have been able to vote independently!

My name is David Blyth.  I am 72 years young and have been totally blind since I was 14 years of age.  I have been eligible to vote since I was 21.  Until Blind Citizens Australia’s advocacy service convinced the Victorian Government to trial accessible electronic voting in the last State election, I was denied the simple right as a citizen of Australia to cast a confidential vote.

The 21st of November 2006 changed all of that.  On that day, I went to the Melbourne Town Hall and voted using the accessible electronic voting machine to cast my vote by myself.

Blind Citizens Australia has a long and proud history of creating change in attitudes.  The right to cast a confidential vote is more than just the act of voting, it is a major attitude change by administrators in understanding the rights of citizens who have a disability.  

For example, I, along with all other blind persons, am still denied the right to undertake jury service.  You may think that this is not earth-shattering, but let me tell you, it does diminish my citizenship and makes me separate to my fellow Australians.

Blind Citizens Australia is the only national organisation of people who are blind or vision impaired.  As technology progresses, organisations such as Blind Citizens Australia are sorely pressed to ensure that all Australians, including those who have a disability,  share in the fruits of this wonderful country of ours.

Blind Citizens Australia needs your support to continue the struggle of “Changing what it means to be Blind”.  Please help by making a donation today and keep this fine organisation working to assist all blind and vision impaired Australians to gain acceptance as equal and valued members of our community.

Yours sincerely

David Blyth AO

President

Blind Citizens Australia

P.S. As the end of the financial year is fast approaching, please make your donation today so that you can claim your gift in the current tax year.

Blind Citizens Australia
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