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Proposed amendments to the Constitution for Consideration at the 2015 Annual General Meeting
Amendment One: Limited Liability of Members

Proposal: To omit the current sub-clause 5.2 and substitute a new sub-clause 5.2 
The purpose of this amendment is to clarify that the member’s obligation to contribute $20 only arises where BCA is wound up and BCA’s property is insufficient to cover its debts and liabilities.

The current sub-clause 5.2 provides:
“Every member of the Organisation agrees to contribute $20 to the assets of the Organisation if it is wound up while the person is a member.”
If amended sub-clause 5.2 will read:
“Each member undertakes to contribute to the Organisation’s property if the Organisation is wound up while they are a member, or within 1 year after they ceased to be a member and the Organisation’s property is insufficient to cover its debts and liabilities. This contribution is for:

(a) Payment of the Organisation’s debts and liabilities contracted before they ceased to be a member; and

(b) the costs of winding up;  and

(c) adjustment of the rights of the contributories among themselves;

(d) The amount is not to exceed $20.’

Amendment Two: Office of Vice-President

Proposal: To Insert a new Clause numbered 21A “Vice-President”
The purpose is to implement a recommendation of BCA’s Governance Committee and Board that BCA have a standing position for a Vice-President.

The proposed clause 21A would read:
21A.1  “At its first meeting after an Annual General Meeting, the Board shall appoint 1 of the elected Board members as Vice-President of the Organisation.”
21A.2 “The Board shall develop and keep under review a Position Description for the Vice-President position. This Position Description shall in addition to other matters deal with the following aspects of the Vice-President’s role:

(a)  To support the President in their role as President of the Organisation;

(b) To act in place of the President in circumstances in which the President is unable or unwilling to Act;  and

(c) to Carry out such specific tasks as the Board may assign to the Vice-President by the Position Description or as assigned to the Vice-President from time to time.”
Consequential Amendment - Casual Vacancy – Vice-President
Proposal: That the current sub-clause 24.2 be renumbered to sub-clause 24.3 and that a new clause 24.2 be inserted to provide for the situation of a casual vacancy in the office of Vice-President.

If adopted the new clause 24.2 would read:.

24.2 “If the Vice-president's position becomes vacant, it shall be filled by the Board from among the directors.” 
Amendment Three: National Policy and Development Council

Proposal: To amend Clause 33.3(a) 

Sub-clause 33.3 provides for the composition of the National Policy and Development Council. Paragraph 33.3(a) is replaced with the wording below.

The purpose of this amendment is to give effect to the Board’s recommendation that the NPDC Chair should be a Director, other than the President, appointed to this role by the Board.

The current paragraph 33.3(a) reads:
(a) ‘the President, who shall be the chairperson of the Council’;

If amended, paragraph 33.3(a) would provide:
(a) “The Chairperson, being the person appointed from among the current the Directors by the Board to this role.”
Amendment Four: Finance and Audit Committee

Proposal: To amend Sub-clause 34.1 by inserting the words “risk management” after the word “audit”. 

The purpose of this amendment is to implement the Board’s recommendation that the “Finance and Audit Committee” be re-named “The Finance, Audit and Risk Management Committee”. This name change reflects the broader nature of the Committee’s work.
The current sub-clause 34.1 reads:
34.1 “The Board shall establish and maintain as a standing committee of the Board the finance and audit committee”.
The amended sub-clause 34.1 would read:
34.1 The Board shall establish and maintain as a standing committee of the Board the finance, audit and risk management committee.’
Amendment Five: Lodging of returns
Proposal: To amend Clause 36.4 to reflect the fact that BCA has formal responsibility to report to various authorities. 
The purpose of this amendment is to recognise the fact that the Australian Securities and Investments Commission is not the only body to which BCA is required to provide its records; and to make the references in Clause 36.4(b) general and not specific.

Clause 36.4(b) currently provides: 
(b) to ensure that all returns required to be lodged with the Australian Securities and Investments Commission are prepared and filed within appropriate time limits;

Clause 36.4(b) as amended would read:
(b) “to ensure that all returns required to be lodged with the relevant regulatory bodies are prepared and filed within appropriate time limits.’

