Victorian State Forum 2014 - Speaker Biographies

The following Biographies have been provided for BCA to circulate to attendees.

Maryanne Diamond AO

Chair International Disability Alliance (IDA)

Immediate Past President, World Blind Union (WBU)

General Manager Advocacy and Engagement, Vision Australia

Maryanne has had a long history of leadership within the Disability Sector, particularly in the areas of Blindness or Low Vision, both in Australia and internationally. Since July 2014, Maryanne has been the chair of the International Disability Alliance (IDA) which is a network of global and regional disabled people’s organizations.  The aim of this Alliance is to promote the effective and full implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) worldwide, as well as compliance with the CRPD within the United Nations system.
Previously as the President of the World Blind Union (WBU), Maryanne led the civil society participation with the World Intellectual Property Organization negotiations which resulted in the “Marrakesh” Treaty being adopted in June 2013. She currently heads the WBU worldwide treaty ratification campaign in order to “improve access to information for persons, who are blind, visually impaired or otherwise print disabled”. 
As the immediate Past President of the WBU, Maryanne’s current responsibilities include: chair of the employment committee; leader of the strategic priority “information sharing and collaborations”; chair of “The Right to Read” initiative and she is responsible for collaboration with other international organisations. The WBU is recognized as the international voice of blind and low vision persons, that speaks on behalf of the 285 million people who are blind or have low vision worldwide, at the United Nations, UN agencies and other international organisations and is an active member of IDA being one of its founders.
In Australia, Maryanne leads Vision Australia’s Advocacy and Engagement Department which is responsible for: Government Relations and Policy, Advocacy, Client Consultation and Engagement, Communications and Marketing. Previously she was employed in the information technology industry for many years before moving into the community sector. Maryanne was the inaugural CEO of the Australian Federation of Disability Organisations and prior to that spent four years as the Executive Officer of Blind Citizens Australia.

As well, Maryanne has held a range of positions on community, local, state, national and additional international boards and committees for more than 30 years contributing to their effective work as a woman who has been blind all of her life. She has also found time to rear four children to adulthood, one of whom is vision impaired, so well understands the sector.  
Greg Madson   

President Blind Citizens Australia                                              

Greg is the current president of BCA, being elected to this role in 2013. He has been a member of the BCA Board of Directors for many years and involved in the blindness sector more widely for over 30 years. During this time Greg has served on local, state and national working groups, committees and advisory groups, as well as various Boards of Management and he was formerly the President of Blind Citizens WA for 10 years. He has an excellent knowledge of the issues within the disability sector including:  accessibility; information technology; the arts; recreation; transport; employment; education; sport and the reforms in the disability and aged care sectors. 

Greg’s personal experience with blindness enabled him to compete in the 1996 Atlanta Paralympics and he is currently a volunteer as an Equity and Diversity Advisor for the University of Western Australia where he works as an administrator. Greg has a keen interest in information technology and communication through electronic means, including social media, and is the driving force behind the revamped and truly accessible BCA website.
Jeremy Wurm

Managing Director of Brooker Consulting 
Jeremy Wurm worked for seven years in the Netherlands and the United Kingdom in senior marketing and business development roles, before reinventing himself as an 
Executive Search Consultant when he was declared legally blind in 1985.

During his 27 years in recruitment, he has appointed more than 200 CEOs and Board Members, mostly for organisations in the health, human services and not-for-profit sectors. 

He was for ten years a Director of Vision Australia Foundation, immediately prior to its 
amalgamation, and he is a current Member of National Disability Professionals. 

In addition to holding a Masters degree in Science, he is a Member of the Institute of Management Consultants, and also has Membership of the Australian Institute of Company Directors. Since 1999, he has been the Managing Director of Brooker Consulting, a boutique firm serving clients around Australia and in Asia. 

Bevan Burkin

Senior Policy Advisor 
Disability Services Australia

Bevan has worked as an employment services professional for over 14 years. He is committed to improving the capacity of the sector, and has on the ground experience supporting multiple JNS/PSP/VRS/DEN/DMS/ESS contracts across regional and metropolitan Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia.

Through his enthusiasm for sharing best practices and performance strategies, he strives to change employer perceptions regarding disability. His strong policy analysis and facilitating skills make him an effective advocate for the sector.

Bevan holds a Bachelor of Arts (Cultural Studies & Writing), a Diploma of Employment Services, a Diploma of Community Services (Case Management) as well as a Certificate IV in Workplace Training and Assessment.

Helen Freris

Member

Helen qualified as a social worker, and currently hold the position of National Services Manager at International Social Service Australia. Helen has held this position for about six years. Prior to commencing in this role, Helen has held several social work positions in the area of case-management with separated parents, suicide prevention, and a brief period with Blind Citizens Australia and in a rehabilitation hospital.

Karen Taranto
Karen has a background in politics and policy development and has worked in a range of social policy and community development roles both in Australia and overseas. She is currently the Advocacy Advisor at Vision Australia Kooyong and works to support people who are blind or have low vision to promote their own rights in a range of settings and ensure that everybody considers the needs and interests of people who are blind or have low vision in all areas of everyday life through awareness raising, systemic change and policy development.  

Marie Allen

Contributor to the Women’s Branch Session
Marie has severe vision loss and is currently studying a Certificate IV in Massage, participating in one of Jamie Oliver’s Mobile Ministry of Cooking Classes, and has recently completed an “Enabling Women” program through Women's Disability Victoria in the Dandenong area.  She is a volunteer for Vision Australia and leads a group, “Giggles”, at the Dandenong Office whilst managing her time as a mother. 
Marie strongly believes in an individual’s abilities and not their disability stating that “as human beings, we have positive strengths within ourselves”.  Further she believes that everyone has the ability to utilise these positive strengths to gain confidence, recognition, stability, employment and to communicate with others. 

Janene Sadhu

National Women’s Branch

Since the 2013 National Convention, Janene has been representing Victoria on the BCA National Women’s Branch Committee and is enjoying interacting with some wonderful women whilst taking on this role.

For those who don’t know, Janene  tells us she is closer to 60 than 50, married, and spends three days of her week at Vision Australia Kooyong coordinating the Audio Description Service in Victoria. Janene’s  hobbies include playing in a band at her local Neighbourhood Learning Centre, singing in a large choir, going to movies (preferably audio described ones), having lunch with girlfriends and reading a variety of genres to discuss at a monthly book club.

Peter Scanlon 

President of the BCA Computer User’s Group

Peter has been a member of this Special Interest Branch for most of its existence since the late 80s and has seen the group develop and grow in knowledge over this time. Peter has used a variety of adaptive equipment and screen readers over the years, both in the workplace and with his  hobbies which relate to collecting music and internet broadcasting.

Whilst not a technical “geek”, Peter is an experienced user, and very interested in the development of adaptive equipment.

 

Lauren Henley

Former BCA National Policy Officer

Lauren entered the world of disability after losing her sight in a car accident in 2006. Since this time, she has been engaged in advocacy in both a voluntary and professional capacity. In 2010 Lauren gained employment with Blind Citizens Australia as the NSW Advocacy and Information Officer then moved into the National Policy Role in 2013 where she was involved with  developing strategies for the organisation’s systemic advocacy campaign work.

In June 2014, Lauren represented the interests of Australians with disabilities at the United Nations, as a member of the non-government delegation that was appointed to attend the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in New York. She is committed to eliminating the barriers that are faced by people with disabilities and enjoys the challenges that campaign work can offer.
Maysa Abouzeid 

Outer Urban Projects
Maysa has been writing and performing her unique biographical material from the age of 16 and has performed over 60 gigs including headlining at the Arab American Comedy Festival, Gotham Comedy Club New York. She has trained and worked with many arts programs and organisations including A.R.A.B, St Martins Youth Theatre and Outer Urban Projects. Her work ‘Nest’ was part of Melbourne Fringe Festival in 2012 and was performed in the Signal Space, Melbourne City Council. 
