“It’s Our Turn” - March Edition 
Welcome to the first month’s edition of “It’s Our Turn” produced by Blind Citizens Australia.
· In this month’s edition information will be provided on the following:
· Information about this newsletter;

· Media Access Australia’s new audio description information line;

· Contacts for each of the independent and regional cinemas in Australia, which carry audio description;
· How to become a cinema champion;
· Adding fuel to the fire – re-launching the post card campaign;
· Audio description reviews in a cinema, how to send in your review;
· How to contribute to future newsletters.
Information about this newsletter 

The “It’s Our Turn” Newsletter will be released each month.
“It’s Our Turn” will contain up-to-date information on audio description in cinema, theatre, DVD, television and on the internet. including actions and achievements of Blind Citizen’s Australia, titles of new releases which have audio description, audio description events, members review of audio described cinema and DVD’s, new cinemas which are able to show movies with audio description, audio description and television, articles  and much, much more.
Audio description information line 

Media Access Australia has recently developed an information line providing information about audio description in cinema, on DVD and television. The great news being the information line is only the cost of a local call! (Land lines only). When you call the information line you are able to hear:
· A short clip from a movie with audio description;

· Information on what is audio description, when it can be heard and what information it provides;
· A list of cinemas which will show movies which have audio description;

· Titles of recently released DVD’s carrying audio description tracks;

· Information regarding audio description on television. 

This information will be updated regularly so make sure you check the information line on a regular bases for any new information. The number to call is 1300 165 642.
Contacts for each of the Independent and Regional cinemas, in Australia, which carry audio description

There are 12 Independent and Regional cinemas in Australia where you are able to listen to an audio description track on a movie, if that movie provides audio description.
When an accessible movie is showing it can be shown in every session. The audio description is relayed through a head set and therefore is not disruptive to other patrons in the cinema. Please note you will need to ring ahead and book a head set as each cinema has a limited number available.
Recently there have been reports that some cinemas are either not showing movies which have audio description or are not showing the audio described movie in each session it runs on the accessible screen. 

Should this be happening at your cinema please contact your cinema on the relevant contact details provided at the end of this newsletter or Blind Citizens Australia. 
How to become a cinema champion;
To make the independent and regional cinemas accountable for their audio described program, we intend to monitor their progress each week. In order for us to undertake this action we need at least one person for each cinema to keep a diary of the program for audio description each week, for 6 weeks. The diary will include such items as, the starting and end date of each week, days and times of each audio described movie and the movie title. (Please note, you are not required to attend these movies.)
If you would like to be a cinema champion, please contact Jody Holdback at Blind Citizens Australia, on 08 8298 6398 or the national office on our toll free number, 1800 033 660.  If preferred, you can send Jody an email at jody.holdback@bca.org.au
Adding fuel to the fire – re-launching the post card campaign;

As members call for action, Blind Citizens Australia has re-launched our major campaign, “It’s Our Turn Now”, to increase heat to the current debate with the major cinema chains to provide audio description in their cinemas. 

Twelve thousand postcards are ready for distribution. Fifty percent of the postcards will be addressed to the Hon Peter Garrett, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts and the other fifty percent of the postcards will be addressed to the Hon. Stephen Conroy, Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy. Each post card will carry the following message to the Ministers:
“It’s our turn now!” 

“Audio Description is a way to describe what can be seen on screen in a clear and private manner. I, the undersigned, urge the Australian Government to work with the major cinema chains across the country to make sure that the 400,000 Australians who are blind or vision impaired can walk into a cinema and enjoy a movie just like everyone else.”

The post card is held in a landscape view. On the front it has a picture of four people who are vision impaired at the cinema and the slogan “It’s our turn now!” There is also a hole punched in the top left hand corner which indicates the front of the postcard. On the back of the post card is the above quote, on the left, and the address to the relevant Minister on the right. 

All we would like you to do is sign the postcard underneath the text on the back left hand side, and then attach a 55 cent stamp over the hole which will now be on the top right hand corner. Find your nearest post box and drop it in! 

Please contact Blind Citizens Australia for your post cards and pass them out to your family, friends, colleagues, community groups and anyone else you can think of. 

Member’s cinema review 

Each month we will be featuring a review from a member on an audio described movie. The review can be from either a cinema or DVD experience, as we will be featuring both in these newsletters. 

We thank Coral Arnold from Sydney for this months review. 
Fantastic Mr Fox

This movie had multiple AD sessions at the Verona Cinema in Paddington, Sydney.

The movie is based on the book of the same name by Roald Dahl and is a classic children's tale. The story is about Mr Fox, his family and other underground animals in battle with greedy farmers. It is an animated movie and the audio description coped with all the action very well. The film would be very difficult to comprehend without AD.

The headphones supplied cover both ears and deliver the AD well.

Even though this is a kid's movie, I liked it much better than some of the other AD movies I have seen - such as Public Enemies which was very loud.

Featuring the voices of George Clooney and Meryl Streep, the dialogue in Fantastic Mr Fox was well constructed so that it appealed to all age groups.
I will attend more AD events where possible - the shame of it is they are so few and far between. I would have liked to have seen Shutter Island and Invictus but no AD prints arrived at the chosen venue in Sydney.

By Coral Arnold
How can you contribute to future newsletters? 

Blind Citizen’s Australia welcomes member input to this newsletter. 

You are able to submit information about audio description events, articles relating to audio description, reviews on cinema or DVD experiences and areas of audio description you would like to know more about.
If you wish to submit information or a review for the newsletter please email this information as an attachment in Word format to Jody Holdback at Jody.holdback@bca.org.au
We look forward to bringing you next month’s edition of “Its Our Turn!” 
Cinema contacts 

ACT – Dendy Canberra:
Jennifer Johnson 

Email: jenniferj@dendy.com.au 

Ph: 02 6221 8902
SA - Palace Nova East End:
Anna O’Connor 

Email: anna@palacenova.com 

Ph: 08 8232 3434
SA - Whyalla Cinema:
Ryan Sutherland: 

Email:  ryan.sutherland@countryarts.org.au 

Ph: 08 8644 7300
NSW - Palace Verona:
Michael Tait 

Email: michael.tait@palacecinemas.com.au 

Ph: 02 9361 0242
NSW – AMC Tweed Heads:
Roshon Georgas 

Email: Roshon.georgas@a-m-c.com.au 

Ph: 07 3211 1011
Vic - Cinema Nova Carlton

Kristian Connelly 

Email: kristian@cinemanova.com.au 

Phone 03 9347 5331

Vic - Sale Cinemas:
Val Hodge 

Email: reyale@dodo.com.au 

Ph: 03 5144 6633
VIC - Deakin Cinemas:
Chris Mitchell 

Email: deakincinema@ncable.com.au 

Ph: 03 5022 1575
Qld - Big Screen Hervey Bay:
Derek Struik 

Email: herveybay@bigscreencinemas.com.au 

Ph: 07 4124 8200
WA - Bunbury Grand – Sharon Houghton
Email: bunbury@grandcinemas.com.au 

Ph: 08 9791 4690

Tas - Devonport Cmax:
Katrine Elliot 

Email: katrine@cmax.net.au 

Ph: 03 6420 2111. 

NT - Palmerston Cmax:
Andrew Cripps 

Email: manager@cmaxcinema.com.au 

Ph: 08 8931 2555

