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Editorial
Welcome to the April edition of Parent News! It’s hard to believe that the weather is cooling down and Easter is on its way when it feels like that the year has only begun!
 
As always, it has been full steam ahead at BCA, with two major issues taking our focus. BCA will be implementing a campaign to improve access to audio description in cinemas around Australia. In addition to this, we’ve also been busy working to ensure that electronic assisted voting is here to stay, with much more work needed to ensure that both of these rights to access are protected. To read more about these two issues, go to ‘BCA developments’.
 
In addition to all of this, BCA is looking at starting a new committee and are keen to involve and hear from parents. This committee will focus on issues that are affecting Victorians, with a group of representatives to work with BCA to address these issues systemically. For more information about this great opportunity, go to page 11.
 
This magazine is also packed with information about the centenary of Louis Braille, tech savvy information, updates on the latest and greatest in entertainment and a special extra titled ‘you know you are blind when’, where the humorous and cringe-worthy incidents of regular everyday people who are blind and vision impaired have been collated (special thanks to members of the VIP-L list for sharing their experiences). 
 
So off I go for another edition - special thanks to Bridget Jolley for her assistance with this edition of Parent News.
Until next time, 
Jessica Zammit, 
Editor
Contents
2Editorial


3Contents


4What’s On


7Letter to the Editor


7YBCV – The Ins & Outs


7Exciting Announcement – YBCV’s Mentor Program


9BCA Developments


9Campaign for Accessible Voting at the Federal Election


10Campaign for Audio Description in Movie Theatres


10Audible announcements on board vehicles


11New State Advisory Committee


12Update on Vision Australia’s Educational Services for Children


13Working with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development:


14National Human Rights


14Consultation


14You Know You’re Blind When…


18Bicentennial of Braille’s Birth


19Tributes to Braille, Whose Vision Gave Books to the Blind


20Commemorative Pre-paid Envelope


21Sport Mad


21An Inspiring Dream for the Blind


22Tech Savvy


22U.K Physicist Invents Inexpensive, Water-filled Eyeglasses to Help Poor


24Google Engineer Adapts Cell Phone for Blind


25Blind Entrepreneur Helps Pave the Way


27Vision Australia’s Equipment Solutions: Now Taking Online Orders


28Entertainment


28Disney Audio Description and GPS Coming Soon to Theme Parks


29Easy YouTube


29The New iPod Shuffle – the First Music Player that Talks


29Perspective


30The Motorcycle Diaries


31A Man for All Seasons


32Signing off





 What’s On
	
	Article I. And the Cow Jumped Over the Moon: audio described

Section 1.1 Details

Date(s)

24 August 2009

Address

Kirribilli, Sydney

Section 1.2 Overview

By Mark Kilmurry.

Cast: Catherine Moore, Jamie Oxenbould, Michael Ross
Director: Mark Kilmurry
Lighting: Designer Bernie Tan

Jack doesn't like the cracks in the pavement. Joan wanted the Olympics to be forever. Jim hates his wife but loves her mother. Mary has a fear of being lethargic and would do something about it. If she could be bothered. Gus wants to be faithful...but leeeeerves women...

Barnaby Johnson doesn't pretend to have all the answers but he is very good at asking the right questions. His clients confess, accuse, make promises and Barnaby listens the whole day long and then listens some more. What keeps him sane? He loves his job and more importantly he loves other people's problems because then he doesn't have to deal with his own.

Twenty-three patients, one counsellor and only three actors in this new comedy drama looking at the man who sits in the therapist's chair and the clients he meets. 

Approximate running time 90 minutes.

Audio Described: Monday 24th August, & Thursday 27th August.

Ensemble Theatre Box Office

Phone: 02 9929 8877



	5 April
11 am
	Article II.  Rainbow's End

Section 2.1 Details

Date(s)

02 September 2009

Time(s)

11am

Address

Riverside Theatre, Corner Church and Market Streets, Parramatta

Cost

$45; $40 concession

Section 2.2 Overview

Vision Australia's first audio described play at Riverside Theatre - a play by Jane Harrison.

Three generations of Koori women, Nan Dear, her feisty daughter Gladys and clever, teenager Dolly live on the edge of a country town in a shack furnished from the local tip.

For Nan, even life on "the flats" represents progress of a kind, but Gladys has bigger ambitions for a real house and a real job for Dolly. When Gladys takes on buying the Encyclopaedia Britannica to improve Dolly's chances, a new and challenging influence enters their world.

Set against the Queen's visit in the 1950's with music that evokes the period, this tender, funny play celebrates the transformative power of learning and the fierce optimism of the women as they struggle for community acceptance in conservative, post colonial Australia.

Audio Description

Please advise on booking if you require Audio Description.

Transport

A loop bus will be available from Parramatta Station to the theatre.



	10 April (Good Friday)
	Article III.  Come and Try Tandem Bike Riding

Section 3.1 Details

Date(s)

02 September 2009

Time(s)

10.30am - 2pm

Address

Vision Australia Kooyong cricket pavilion, 454 Glenferrie Rd, Kooyong

Cost

Registration $8 includes sausage sizzle

Section 3.2 Overview

Vision Australia and Blind Sports Victoria invite you to try tandem bike riding.

RSVP by Friday 28 August.

Section 3.3 Contact

Di Hayward 

Phone: (03) 9760 0006



	9 May
4 pm
	Article IV. A taste of Italy

Section 4.1 Details

Date(s)

9 September - 14 October 2009

Time(s)

10am - 12pm

Address

Vision Australia Kooyong, 454 Glenferrie Rd, Kooyong

Section 4.2 Overview

A six week Italian cooking program, that will:

· introduce you to some Italian dishes 

· teach you to cook pasta dishes 

· show you how to prepare Italian entrées 

· end in you being able to prepare one complete Italian meal

Section 4.3 Contact

Sal Prestia

Phone: (03) 9864 9260



	9 May
	Article V.  Albinism Fellowship of Australia Conference

Section 5.1 Details

Date(s)

12 until 13 September 2009

Address

Chifley at Lennons, 66 Queen Street

Cost

$160 AFA members, $190 non-members

Section 5.2 Overview

Albinism Fellowship of Australia is holding a conference in Brisbane at the Chifley at Lennons in Queen Street, Brisbane on 12-13 September, 2009.

New expanded program featuring:

· Interactive teaching workshops (self esteem, O&M, employment, education), 

· Two conference rooms running simultaneous speaker presentations, 

· Poster sessions, 

· Vendor stands, 

· Youth programs 

· Display of VI sporting options

If any individual or family with albinism or anyone interested in the condition would like to attend the conference, visit www.albinismaustralia.org for more information.

Section 5.3 Contact

Kim Gillespie, President Albinism Australia

Phone: 0425 229 799



	10 May
	Article VI.  Duets: audio described

Section 6.1 Details

Date(s)

17 and 19 September 2009

Address

Kirribilli, Sydney

Section 6.2 Overview

By Peter Quilter.

Cast: Noeline Brown, Barry Creyton
Director: Sandra Bates
Lighting: Designer Bernie Tan

A gloriously funny examination of love, relationships and why the grass is never greener.

Five sets of characters, five crucial moments; Jonathan and Wendy are on a blind date and hope their bad taste is only in their clothing and not in a prospective partner; Barrie is gay and Janet wishes he wasn't; William and Diana want a theatre award but really need each other; Shelley and Bobby are divorcing on a holiday in Spain but drunk on emotion; Angela is about to marry for the third time and brother Toby hates the dress, the groom, the party and only wants the best for her -- really. All played by two actors in a fast, furious and hilarious tribute to humankind. If you like Neil Simon - you'll love this!

Approximate running time 2 hours 20 minutes incl. interval.

Audio Described: Thursday 17th September, & Saturday 19th September.

Section 6.3 Contact

Ensemble Theatre Box Office 

Phone: 02 9929 8877



	30 May
9am – 4pm
	Article VII. 1st Tandem Festival

Section 7.1 Details

Date(s)

19 & 20 September 2009

Time(s)

From 8am

Address

Floriade Regatta Point, Commonwealth Park, Acton

Section 7.2 Overview

Bring your tandem to Canberra for Floriade, Canberra's spring flower festival for a friendly weekend of tandem riding. 

Each day will begins at Floriade in Commonwealth Park before setting off to explore the iconic buildings and gardens of Canberra.

There will be plenty of free time to enjoy Canberra and the Floriade experience after the rides and to socialise at a dinner on Saturday evening. 

Organised by Fitability ACT.

Section 7.3 Find out more

· Pedal Power 1st Tandem Festival
Section 7.4 Contact

Judy

Phone: (02)6231 0895
Email: cbrtandems@gmail.com.au


	13 June

4 pm
	Article VIII. Have Cane, Am Able Project function

Section 8.1 Details

Date(s)

11 October 2009

Time(s)

1pm

Address

Frankston-Cranbourne Road in Langwarrin (Melway 103, F5)

Cost

A donation will support Vision Australia and the Have Cane, Am Able Project

Section 8.2 Overview

Everyone within the Vision Australia family is invited to Dame Elisabeth Murdoch's beautiful home, Cruden Farm.

The function will support Vision Australia's Have Cane, Am Able Project which raises funds to extend white cane training for children and adults who are blind or have low vision.

All Vision Australia clients, staff, volunteers, donors and their families and friends are most welcome. Their will be live music, great entertainment and the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful Cruden Farm gardens at their Spring best! 

Bring a picnic hamper or food and beverages can be purchased on the day.

Children are welcome.

Section 8.3 RSVP

James Nevein by Friday October 2.

Section 8.4 Contact

James Nevein 

Phone: (03) 9522 52 32 
Email: james.nevein@visionaustralia.org


	20 June

2 pm
	Article IX.  Vision Australia Study Groups 2009

Section 9.1 Details

Date(s)

Ongoing - Every third Wednesday of the month

Time(s)

1:30 - 4:00pm 

Address

201 High St, Prahran

Section 9.2 Overview

A study group for tertiary students will meet regularly at Vision Australia's Prahan centre.

This is the perfect opportunity to make sure that you are on top of your studies, to seek study advice and meet and assist or learn from other students with a vision impairment and share your experiences and interests.

The first session will focus upon tutorial discussions and note-taking but students are free to raise and discuss any concerns they have.

All current and prospective tertiary students who are blind or vision impaired are welcome. The study group is a great opporunity to:

· Feel more confident about your studies. 

· Gain a better understanding of the tertiary environment. 

· Learn about on and off-campus services. 

· Meet other students who are blind or vision impaired. 

· Develop a range of effective study skills.

All seminars held at Vision Australia 201 High Street Prahran from 1:30 - 4:00 pm on the third Wednesday of the month.

Section 9.3 Dates and Topics to be covered

· 18 March - Tutorial Discussions and Note Taking 

· 15 April - Referencing Tips and Online Research 

· 20 May - Writing for Academic Purposes 

· 17 June - Exam Preparation 

· 15 July - Course and Career Identification 

· 19 August - VTAC and direct course application processes 

· 16 September - Exam preparation and study strategies 

· 21 October - Methods for reading using alternative formats 

· 18 November - Where to from here? Transitioning to employment

These topics are a basis of discussion and may change, students are free to raise issues which are pertinent to their studies.

Section 9.4 Contact

Max Bini, Vision Australia Tertiary Education Consultant

Phone: 1300 847 466
Email: max.bini@visionaustralia.org


	
	Article X. Dinner in the Dark Winter Series

Section 10.1 Details

Date(s)

10 December 2009

Time(s)

6.00pm - 12.00pm

Address

Cnr Alice & Albert Streets, Brisbane

Cost

From $165.00 (Including matching wine per course)

Section 10.2 Overview

Challenge your palate and perception with a sensory food experience served in complete darkness.

The Walnut Restaurant will turn its lights off and the spotlight on renowned Executive Chef, Gary Farrell as he presents this unique degustation style dinner that focuses on three offerings in each course presented.

Food relies on senses and is largely predefined by sight. By removing sight, the remaining senses are heightened, allowing Executive Chef, Gary Farrell, to lead you on a personal journey into the Science of Deliciousness.

'Dinner in the Dark' will be held on THREE occasions only in 2009 "The Science of Deliciousness" on Thursday 29th April is already selling fast! The "Summer Series" on Thursday, 23rd July will focus on a Christmas in July theme and the "Winter Series" on Thursday, 10th December will focus on Game Meats.

More details on these events coming soon.

Seating is limited and bookings are essential. To make a reservation, please call The Walnut Restaurant on 07 3112 1650. From $165.00 (Including matching wine per course).

Section 10.3 Contact

The Walnut Restaurant

Phone: 07 3112 1650



	
	Article XI. Living in a sensory world

Section 11.1 Details

Date(s)

Ongoing - All of 2009

Time(s)

10:00am - 5:00pm.

Address

500 Harris Street Ultimo, Sydney.

Cost

Regular admission fees at the Powerhouse Museum - Adults $10, Seniors and Pensioners $6, Children (4-15 years) $5, Children under 5 admitted free.

Section 11.2 Overview
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Rita sitting on the beach with her black dog.

This exciting exhibition was developed by Vision Australia in partnership with the Powerhouse Museum. This exhibition is also supported by Visions of Australia, an Australian Government Program supporting touring exhibitions by providing funding assistance for the development and touring of cultural material across Australia.
Today, Australians with blindness or low vision participate in every aspect of community life, thanks to developments in education and training, technology, legislation and social change over the past 140 years, Australians with blindness or low vision are able to fully participate in every aspect of life.

This exhibition gives visitors an understanding of the world of the blindness and low vision community and celebrates their achievements. It features objects from Vision Australia’s heritage collection, compelling accounts and examples of new technologies that are increasing the independence of thousands of Australians.

The exhibition will run in the museum’s Australian Communities Gallery throughout 2009. After its year-long run at the Powerhouse Museum, it will tour regional areas.

This exciting exhibition more than fulfils its brief: to tell the forward-looking story of Australians who are blind or have low vision. Central to this outcome was the principal role played by exhibition curator and museum consultant and interpretation specialist, Linda Raymond.

Section 11.3 The Powerhouse Museum

Getting there

The Powerhouse Museum is located at 500 Harris St, Ultimo, and is close to Darling Harbour, Chinatown, Central Station, Railway Square and Paddy’s Markets Monorail Station.

By rail

From Central Station country platforms, take the northern exit and catch the light rail tram to Chinatown, get off at the Paddy's market stop, take the steps up to the pedestrian walkway which will take you to the museum.

Buses from the city

Catch any bus going south on George Street. Get off at Hay Street, walk past Paddy’s Market, up the steps and over the pedestrian walkway to the museum.

By car

Parking is available at the Entertainment Centre carpark. A walkway from levels 3A and 3B connects to the Powerhouse. Validate your carpark ticket at the museum’s admissions counter to receive the discounted parking rate of $11.50.

By taxi

Visitors who are blind or have low vision should ask the driver to take them to the end of the ramp and not the steps, which are divided by a long rail.

Admission and opening hours

The Powerhouse Museum is open from 10am to 5pm every day except Christmas Day, and opens at 9:30am during School holidays. Tickets can be purchased at the door, although some exhibitions offer pre-sale ticketing.

$10 Adult
$5 Child (4-15 years) - $5.00, children under four are free
$6 NSW Seniors Card holders and pensioners
$25 Family (1 adult and up to 3 children; or 2 adults and up to 2 children)
$6 Concessions
Free - Powerhouse members

For more information contact the Museum's main phone number: 02 9217 011.

Entering the Powerhouse

You enter from a brick paved courtyard through large automatic double doors into a grand foyer with marble flooring. To the right of the doors and about ten steps in is the admissions desk. A gallery officer will meet you on entry and assist you to the admissions counter.

Note: From 4 December 2008 to 26 April 2009 the Museum is hosting the Star Wars: Where Science Meets Imagination exhibition. All Star Wars tickets include general museum admission.

Given the popularity of this exhibition, the foyer is expected to be busy, but do not hesitate to ask a museum volunteer or gallery officer for assistance to avoid the queues.

Getting to the Communities Gallery

The 'Living in a sensory world' exhibition is on level 2 in the Australian Communities Gallery, which is one floor below the main entry level.

Visitors can access this gallery in three ways: by ramp (the most direct route), a lift or escalators. Please ask a gallery officer or Customer Service Officer to direct you.

Ramp access

The ramp commences about 10 metres from the end of the admissions counter. Halfway down the ramp is a hairpin bend, you’ll then walk down to the Target Theatre foyer. Turn left and 25 metres away is the entrance to the Australian Communities Gallery on your left. The title is in large black letters on a white wall.

Lift access

The lift is 15m from the end of the admissions counter, turn right and walk 8m to the lift. Take the lift down to level 2. Outside, turn left, walk 20 metres then turn left, walk 7 metres and you will be in front of the Australian Communities Gallery.

Escalators

The escalators can be accessed by walking 20 metres from the end of the admissions counter, then turning right and walking 10 metres, then left to go down the escalators. Take the escalator down to Level 2, turn left and walk 15 metres to the Australian Communities Gallery.

The Australian Communities Gallery layout

This gallery consists of a 17 metre long, 3 metre wide open corridor. Some 3m into this corridor is a 3m x 7m room to your left. Cabinets with glass cases run along the left side of the corridor. The wall opposite features interactives and audiovisuals.

Accessibility

Wheelchairs can be borrowed at no charge from the admission desk in the museum's main entrance foyer. Wheelchair accessible toilets are in each of the toilet blocks on levels 1,2 and 4. There are also toilets in the courtyard.

The main levels can be accessed via ramps and a lift, which is recommended for visitors using manual wheelchairs.

Tactile floor indicators have been placed at the two main entry points to the exhibition and the gallery's showcases shallow.

'Living in a sensory world' information can be accessed by:

· A DAISY-formatted audio guide (that can be used by digital players, available at the customer help desk) or your own online handheld device. The audio guide starts from the gallery's main entrance. Download the Audio Guide under the 'Audio Guide' heading at the bottom of this page. 

· SD cards and memory discs are also available for your on-line hand-held device. 

· Large print labels (at least 21 point sans serif font). 

· Braille labelling is found on the vertical theme panels dividing sections and along a horizontal ledge 65cm from the floor in front of the showcases.

To provide optimal viewing for visitors, objects have been placed against bright contrasting colours and bright contrasting colours are used throughout.

Cafes

There are two cafes, one is on the main entry level near the lift. The second is located outside in the courtyard on level 1.



	
	

	
	Article XII. 


Letter to the Editor

Thanks Jessica and Bridget, I really enjoyed the [last edition of the] newsletter! As well as the interesting information I just love reading success stories – I’m not going to do it but… I would love to see an accessible repository of success stories. It would be a shame to not keep these inspirational success stories somewhere! My days in the work force or education are long behind me, but even so I was quite uplifted reading about the judge and the young singer and I can imagine young people would get a real buzz too. We all go through times when the challenges ahead seem insurmountable and sometimes hearing about success stories can help us get up off the floor!

Cheers, Allan Bates

YBCV – The Ins & Outs
Exciting Announcement – YBCV’s Mentor Program

Young Blind Citizens Victoria are very excited to announce that they are beginning a Mentor Program for children aged 11-14 who are blind or vision impaired. 
YBCV’s Mentor program aims to network young people with older peers, aged 18-30. Through consistent one on one contact, mentees and their mentors will become familiar with one another, creating an environment where a mentor’s experiences can be shared and learned from. Mentors and mentees will meet as a group once every two months for a ‘program day’. This will involve a fun activity (including an overnight stay!) and a discussion session on topical and life skills issues that affect young people who are blind or vision impaired.

YBCV’s main objectives in starting a mentor program include;

· Providing a forum for discussion on issues that affect youth who are blind or vision impaired.

· Providing an opportunity for youth who are blind and vision impaired to network and make friends

· Providing support on issues that are often faced by people with disabilities, specifically vision impairment

· Developing self awareness of how individuals feel about their disability and how they cope

· Assisting in the development of a position of self identity as a person with a vision impairment

· Providing young people with role models within the blind community

· Instilling a positive attitude towards future opportunities for people who are blind and vision impaired

· To have fun

Activities will include a swish tournament, cooking, a trip to Luna Park and an overnight stay. Discussion topics include connecting with friends and the wider community, coping with the demands of school, practicing self advocacy and developing self identity.

The program will begin in late July of this year and involve 8 mentees, 8 mentors and 4 assistants. Mentees and their mentors will be matched based upon similar interests, eye conditions, levels of sight, other disabilities/conditions and life experiences.
Mentors will be people who are aged 18-30 and who are blind or vision impaired. They will hold current Working with Children Checks and Police Checks and will participate in a training program to become a mentor. 

More information and applications for mentee and mentor positions will be made available at the beginning of May from YBCV’s website www.bca.org.au/ybcv. 
BCA Developments
New State Advisory Committee
Update on Vision Australia’s Educational Services for Children

National Human Rights 
Consultation 

Bicentennial of Braille’s Birth

Sport Mad

Tech Savvy
Entertainment

Perspective
Signing off

If you have any information that would be of benefit to other parents or would like to contribute a piece, please forward this no later than March 27, 2009 to Jessica Zammit by mail (Ross House, Level 3, 247-251 Flinders Lane, Melbourne VIC 3000), email jessica.zammit@bca.org.au or call (03) 9654 1400. 
Look Out, Marcus!

Growing up with low vision
An activity book for children aged 8-14
Find out about Marcus, a 10 year old boy with Stargardt’s Disease.  His central vision is deteriorating, but he is definitely not blind.

Meet the extra people Marcus has in his life because of his vision impairment.

Do the activities to learn more about low vision.

Kids may like to work through Look Out, Marcus! independently; teachers can use this resource in the classroom with minimal preparation. 

Click here to download a copy of the book
Book Launch of "Blind and Busy"
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Guide Dogs Victoria launches 'Blind and Busy - Life Stories of People Who Use Braille'
When: Thursday, June 18 at 4pm
Where: Guide Dogs Victoria, Chandler Hwy, KEW
 

Two hundred years ago, Louis Braille was born in France. As the bicentenary of Louis Braille’s birth approached, vision impaired writer Rebecca Maxwell thought it appropriate to celebrate the anniversary by collating some of the many life stories of braille users. The result is “Blind and Busy”.

The book tells the life stories of 49 people, showing how they use braille in their life but they are also tales about people struggling with and enjoying life, like everyone else. All of the people interviewed in the book are challenged by their circumstances and each acknowledges the debt they owe to Louis Braille. A chapter of the book can be downloaded via this link.
The launch of the book will be held at 4pm on Thursday 18th June at Arnold Cook House at Guide Dogs Victoria, where the book will be on sale. The book is also available for purchase at www.palmerhiggsbooks.com.au.

Rebecca would like to express her great appreciation of the support shown for the book launch by Guide Dogs Victoria and Bakers Delight, Wellington Village.

http://www.svrc.vic.edu.au/emergentbrl.html

Tips for Promoting Braille Literacy Skills 
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Fun With Books 
Early Experiences With Braille 
Linking Braille With Other Classroom Activities 
Tactual Efficiency 
Checklist for Book Skills 
Checklist for Beginning Braille Skills 
Other Fun Things To Do 
References 

The ideas below are designed to give children early tactual experiences with books, objects, symbols or braille cells to represent elements of the story. There are also some pointers for teachers wanting to develop checklists to assess the most appropriate learning media for students. 

Fun With Books/Early Experiences 
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