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Blind Citizens Australia

Media Release
Christmas Comes Early for Television Viewers Who Are Blind or Vision Impaired
Australians who are blind or vision impaired are celebrating today following an announcement by the Hon Paul Fletcher MP, Minister for Communications, Cyber Safety and the Arts that funding will be made available to Australia’s public broadcasters to implement Audio Description (AD). 

AD is a verbal narration which describes scenery, costumes and other visual elements to make television accessible to people who are blind or vision impaired. It is available on some streaming services; however, Australia is the only English speaking OECD country not currently offering AD on free-to-air television.

Emma Bennison, CEO of Blind Citizens Australia (BCA), the national representative organisation of people who are blind or vision impaired, congratulated the Government on behalf of the blindness sector for recognising that provision of AD is long overdue. 

“This is a fantastic step forward for Australians who are blind or vision impaired. BCA has been campaigning for AD since 1996 and more recently, organisations across the blindness sector have joined with us to highlight the human right of people who are blind or vision impaired to watch television with family and friends,” she said.

“We welcome the provision of $2 million to both the ABC and SBS to implement AD. We are scheduled to meet with the ABC early in the new year and look forward to working closely with them on the implementation of AD by July 2020. We also congratulate SBS on demonstrating their commitment to AD by broadcasting a recent series profiling artists with disability, Perspective Shift via their OnDemand service with the AD available concurrently to the free to air timetable. We look forward to working with them on their implementation also.”

It is important to note that people who are blind or vision impaired are keen to receive reassurance from the ABC and SBS that AD will be a permanent fixture, given there have already been several trials of the service. BCA also looks forward to AD being enshrined in legislation, in the same way that captioning is for Australians who are Deaf or hard of hearing.
For more information please contact:

Kathie Elliott
Marketing and Development Consultant
Blind Citizens Australia

Phone: 0439 724 304

Email: kathie.elliott@bca.org.au
Background Info

Who is Blind Citizens Australia?

Blind Citizens Australia (BCA) is the national organisation of people who are blind or vision impaired and is recognised as the major peak representative body for this constituency. Since 1975, BCA has provided information, peer support, individual and systemic advocacy, and consultancy services to its members and the wider community.

BCA Branches act as local representative groups and provide opportunities for social interaction for members. It has grown to an organisation of 3000 individual members and seven affiliated organisations.

Our mission is “to achieve equity and equality by our empowerment, by promoting positive community attitudes, and by striving for high quality and accessible services which meet our needs”.

With over forty years of history, BCA has worked tirelessly “To Change What it Means to be Blind” both for Australians who experience vision loss and for blind and vision impaired people throughout the world.

Specifically this has included:

· providing peer support

· providing individual and systemic advocacy

· facilitating information exchange

· empowering its members

· promoting positive community attitudes

· striving for high quality and accessible services which meet individual needs

· promoting research into the causes and amelioration of the impact of blindness and vision impairment

As the national voice of people who are blind or vision impaired BCA has a seat on many Government, commercial and community sector advisory bodies. BCA’s individual advocacy service is available to all Australians who experience vision loss. With a focus on issues that impact on the individual because of their blindness/vision impairment, BCA works both directly and through specialist community advocates, to resolve issues in a constructive and educative manner and draws on more formal processes where a mutually agreeable solution cannot be found.

BCA has been an active member of the World Blind Union at both the World and Regional levels since its creation in 1984. Over that period two of the senior members have held office as World President and several more have served on the World and Regional Executives and various standing committees. In November 2000 BCA was the lead organisation for the hosting in Melbourne of the WBU 5th General Assembly. BCA has also lead capacity building projects in Fiji and Vietnam and has participated in many international conferences and forums.

In association with its policy development and advocacy work, BCA has undertaken a range of blindness related research projects. Several of these resulted in published papers.

Please let us know if you’d like this information in another format for accessibility.
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