BCA Inform: Empowerment through Braille
On Tuesday, 3rd March BCA Inform delved into the topic of Empowerment through Braille. Helen Freris, BCA’s Acting President, introduced the “More Braille, More Empowerment” campaign led by the World Blind Union and the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI), outlining its aim to strengthen braille literacy and access globally. 
Helen highlighted that braille is essential not only for reading but also for writing, mathematics and music, while acknowledging ongoing challenges such as limited access to materials and technology and a shortage of trained teachers. Helen encouraged BCA members to actively request braille in different settings to help increase its visibility and uptake.
Ben Clare, Co-President of South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment (SPEVI), then spoke about SPEVI’s work supporting braille education and noted the role of the Australian Braille Authority (ABA) in representing Australia through the International Council on English Braille (ICEB). 
Ben shared insights from his international work promoting braille access, particularly in Pacific Island countries where the cost of equipment and distribution challenges remain significant barriers. Despite these difficulties, he noted growing demand for braille literacy and described his recent work in Tanzania teaching NVDA using braille displays. 
Ben also announced that SPEVI is a gold sponsor of the global campaign and plans to focus on improving braille access in the South Pacific over the next few years. He invited attendees to contribute their braille skills to the initiative, either through travel or remote support.
Helen then welcomed Debbie Cooke as part of BCA’s initiative to launch a Braille Enthusiasts Peer Connect group. Debbie shared her extensive background in braille, including a 21 year career with Vision Australia, and spoke about her passion for braille as an important lifelong skill. She expressed enthusiasm for leading the group and said she looks forward to shaping it alongside members.
Then Robyn McKenzie, BCA Director, hosted a Q&A segment. Attendees discussed the need for improved braille teacher training and asked about BCA’s position on the issue, with Helen noting that BCA would support initiatives advocated by organisations such as SPEVI and ICEVI. Robyn suggested exploring resources from the ABA, ICEB and ICEVI for further information and statistics. 
Attendees also raised concerns about the lack of up-to-date data on braille users in Australia, noting that outdated statistics make it difficult to advocate for resources and trained teachers. 
Possible solutions discussed included engaging with the Australian Bureau of Statistics to include braille related questions in future censuses, examining data from the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) on braille products, and supporting research within broader braille access campaigns. 
The session concluded with directing attendees to relevant organisations and websites for further information, and with a reminder of the upcoming launch of BCA’s Braille Enthusiasts Peer Group meeting on Tuesday, 10th March at 7:30pm AEDT.











