The Heartbeat of BCA
Celebrating National Volunteer Week 2026: “Your Year to Volunteer”
This is the year, our collective refrain,
A call to connect, to uplift, and sustain.
In twenty twenty-six, the message rings clear,
A celebration of purpose: Your Year to Volunteer.

And the timing is perfect, the milestone stays near,
As we softly wrap up our grand 50th year.
Fifty winters and summers of standing up strong,
A half-century journey of where we belong.

Here at BCA, it’s a beautiful line,
Where the helper and member completely entwine.
No client or volunteer numbers take place,
Just people who listen and lead in this space—
A powerful community, independent and proud.

And we look to our Board, who give guidance and weight,
Volunteering their leadership to steer our own fate.
Directors who give of their mind and their heart,
To govern our future and anchor our part.

Let’s speak of the impact, the strength in our count,
Though figures can never express the amount.
Eighty-three volunteers, standing as one,
Bringing warmth to the spaces where work must be done.
One hundred and six distinct roles that you fill,
With passion and kindness, experience and skill.

And twenty-three leaders weave a multiplex thread,
Stepping into broad roles where the spirit is led—
Giving twice of themselves, their hours, their grace,
To ensure that no peer is left out of this space.

Two thousand five hundred, to three thousand hours,
Are given each year to build up what is ours.
You offer your time without asking for praise,
Working quietly, deeply, through all of our days.
It’s a gift given freely, of compassion and soul,
That touches the heart of what makes BCA whole.

Whether you walked through our doors just today,
Or have anchored our mission for decades, we say,
Every hour is a treasure, each hand is a guide,
As we shape a future of justice and pride.

Thank you for giving, for staying the course,
Our community’s heartbeat, our ultimate source.
We are grateful for all that you’ve done and will do,
As we step into tomorrow, side-by-side with you.

By Deb Deshayes. 
