BCA Inform - Round Table 2026: Key Insights and Takeaways
On Tuesday 2nd June BCA Inform was held to share key takeaways from the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities which took place in Adelaide. Melanie Chatfield, BCA’s Policy Officer, opened the session by welcoming two guest presenters: Dr Agata Mrva-Montoya, President of the Round Table and senior lecturer at the University of Sydney and Ben Clare, Co-President of South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment (SPEVI).
Agata described the conference format as including plenary sessions, concurrent streams and an exhibitor and noted that the event also celebrated achievements in the sector. 
Agata mentioned that a significant part of the conference focused on braille literacy and the importance of evidence to support advocacy. Agata invited Aasha Rose who presented at the conference to share insights. Asha shared from her PhD research on braille literacy and quality of life outcomes, emphasising the need for stronger measurement and data collection to support braille education. Agata added that similar challenges exist internationally, including in Poland, where braille uptake and the collection of meaningful data remain ongoing concerns.
The conference also explored the role of AI in assistive technology. Agata also noted that presenters at the conference discussed emerging AI tools for digital accessibility, while stressing that human oversight remains essential. Broader accessibility issues were also addressed through presentations from the so-called GLAM sector which includes galleries, libraries, archives and museums and research into public library accessibility for people with print disabilities. Agata mentioned that Tom Eason from Vision Australia outlined a new program designed to help public libraries better support patrons with print disabilities through staff training.
Agata then invited Francois Jacobs, BCA’s Systemic Advocacy Lead, to reflect on his presentation at the conference about accessible procurement. Francois noted that accessibility should be built into products and services from the outset rather than added later. He emphasised that mainstream community services, particularly public libraries, should become accessible to everyone rather than relying on separate systems. Agata added that while legislation is important, it must be supported by practical guidelines, funding and broader cultural change for it to be effective.
The session then moved to Ben Clare who spoke about accessible health systems and the World Health Organization’s work to support member countries in making health services more accessible to people with disability by 2030. Drawing on his experience delivering mobile health systems in remote and conflict affected communities, Ben highlighted the close relationship between accessibility in health and education. He noted that improving braille access, including accessible labelling, can have important implications on health outcomes as well as learning.
Overall, the Roud Table Conference was seen to have highlighted the value of cross-sector collaboration in advancing accessibility, from braille literacy and public libraries to procurement, AI and health systems. Attendees at the Inform session who had the opportunity to attend the conference reflected positively on the strong community atmosphere at the conference and the importance of bringing together advocates, researchers, practitioners and government representatives to share ideas and drive change. Attendees were reminded to stay tuned to New Horizons which will feature two episodes with interviews from the Round Table conference.


