BCA Inform - Local Government and Disability Inclusion 
On Tuesday, 4th August BCA Inform was held to discuss Local Government and Disability Inclusion. The session featured three guest speakers: Chris Stewart, Jackson Newell, and Dan Searle who discussed the role of local government, pedestrian safety, disability inclusion action plans, and practical ways community members can influence change.
The session commenced with BCA’s policy officer, Melanie Chatfield who introduced the first speaker, Chris Stewart, a disability planner with more than 30 years of local government experience. Chris explained that councils play a significant role in shaping everyday access through their responsibility for footpaths, public toilets, libraries, aged care services, local transport connections, and community infrastructure. 
He encouraged participants to use tools such as an app called “Snap Send Solve” to report local access issues and to consider joining disability advisory committees or contributing to council disability action plans where available.
Chris also noted that advocacy at the council level can be challenging because priorities and policies may shift after elections. Attendees raised concerns about issues such as building line clutter and the decline of some council disability accessibility committees. In response, Chris emphasised the importance of ongoing self-advocacy and sustained engagement with local representatives.
The session then moved to Dan Searle and Jackson Newell from Guide Dogs NSW/ACT who presented findings from the Pathways to Inclusion report, based on research with more than 300 blind or vision impaired people across New South Wales and the ACT. The report found that only 46% of respondents considered their communities accessible, and 42% felt less confident navigating their communities than they had two years earlier.
Key access barriers identified in the report included inconsistent footpath maintenance, unsafe or poorly designed road crossings, insufficient audio cues, poor digital accessibility, and the need for better transport integration. 
Jackson presented action items from the report, including recommendations for local governments to maintain accessible paths, prioritize repairs, ensure inclusive design in urban planning, and implement consistent communication practices.
Dan highlighted the importance of lived experience in shaping local government decisions. Participants were encouraged to engage directly with their local council, opposition representatives, and council consultation processes, particularly when disability inclusion action plans are being developed or reviewed. He explained that personal feedback often carries significant weight because it reflects direct lived experience of accessibility barriers and the practical changes needed to improve inclusion.
Overall, the session provided both information and practical advocacy tools. It reinforced that local councils have a direct influence on community accessibility, and that blind or vision impaired residents can contribute meaningfully by reporting barriers, participating in consultations, joining advisory groups where possible, and sharing lived experience to strengthen disability inclusion planning.

