


2026 Victorian state election

Dear voter
This is a mailout from Blind Citizens Australia on behalf of the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC). 
Why you are receiving this letter
We want to make sure all Victorians who are blind or have low vision can access information about the state election on Saturday 28 November 2026. 
Enrolling
You must enrol to vote if you are:
· an Australian citizen
· 18 or older
and
· live in Victoria (and have lived here for more than a month).
Enrolment closes at 8 pm on Tuesday 3 November.
To enrol visit vec.vic.gov.au/enrol You’ll be redirected to the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) website to complete the process. You can also download a paper form from our website or call us on 131 832. 
Check or update your details
If you have moved house or changed your name, you must update your details.
You have until 8 pm on Tuesday 3 November to do this.
Check or update your enrolment at vec.vic.gov.au/check-enrolment or by calling us on 131 832.
How to vote
You can choose how and when to vote. The next section explains your voting options.
Low sensory voting
Low sensory mobile voting is a quieter way to vote for neurodivergent voters and voters with sensory needs.
Low sensory voting is available across the state on Tuesday 17 November from 10 am to 4 pm. 
Locations for low sensory voting will be published on our website at vec.vic.gov.au   
Early voting
Anyone can vote early – you don’t need a reason.
Early voting centres are open between Wednesday 18 and Friday 25 November from 9 am to 6 pm. Please note that early voting is closed on Sunday November 22. Access guides with more information for some early voting centres will be available on our election venue locator here.
Election day voting
Election day voting centres will open on Saturday 28 November between 8 am and 6 pm.
Find your closest voting centre on vec.vic.gov.au from Wednesday 4 November.
Who can help you at a voting centre
You can ask a family member, carer, support person, or friend to help you complete your ballot papers. 
If you don’t have anyone with you, you can ask one of our election staff to help you. Anyone assisting you must follow your voting directions.
Magnifying sheets
Magnifying sheets are available in every voting centre. Please ask election staff if you would like to use one.
Postal voting
You can apply to vote by post. There are different categories for postal voting.
Regular postal voting
If you want to vote by post for this election only, we will send your ballot papers to you and you can post them back to us.
You can apply online at vec.vic.gov.au, or you can get a paper application form at any Australia Post office or election office. 
You can apply between Wednesday 4 November and 6 pm on Wednesday 25 November.
General postal voting
If you would like to have your ballot papers automatically mailed to you for all future elections, you can complete a general postal voter application. 
Not everyone can be a general postal voter. To find out more, go to vec.vic.gov.au/gpv or call 131 832. To register as a general postal voter for this election, complete your application form before 8 pm on Tuesday 3 November.
Ballot papers for general postal voters will be mailed out from Tuesday 10 November and must be returned before 6 pm on Saturday 28 November.
Braille voting
You can register to receive a braille ballot pack. 
Call us on 131 832 before 5 pm on Monday 2 November. 
If you’ve already registered for a braille ballot pack and your details haven’t changed, you don’t need to register again. 
We’ll post braille ballot packs out from Thursday 12 November.
Voting by telephone
You can register to vote by telephone. 
Call 13 57 23 to register and vote from Wednesday 18 November. 
Telephone-assisted voting is available from 9am to 6pm Wednesday 18 November to Friday 26 November and 8am to 6pm on Saturday 28 November. It is not available on Sunday 22 November.
Telephone-assisted voting involves 2 calls. In the first call, you will be registered, marked off the roll and given a unique code. You will use this code in the second call to vote, meaning your ballot will be secret.
You can find more information at vec.vic.gov.au/vote-by-phone 

Voting outside Victoria
It is not compulsory to vote if you are away from Victoria during the election. However, if you would like to vote, you can:
· vote at an interstate electoral commission office or an overseas voting location
· apply to vote by post and post your completed ballot papers back to us
· apply to vote by post and drop off your completed ballot papers at some overseas embassies during business hours.
Locations and opening hours for interstate and overseas voting locations will be available on vec.vic.gov.au from Wednesday 4 November. 
Please note there is no voting on election day, Saturday 28 November, at interstate electoral commissions or overseas voting locations.
[bookmark: _Hlk522719360]Let us know you will be away
If you will be away from Victoria between Wednesday 18 and Saturday 28 November, and you cannot vote early or by post, you can let us know by calling 131 832.
Changes to Upper House ballot papers
New laws passed by Parliament have removed group voting tickets from Victoria’s Upper House voting system.
This will change the way you vote for the Legislative Council (upper house), but making your vote count is straightforward - number at least 5 boxes in order of preference, either above or below the line. 
We are updating voting instructions across our election materials, so that everyone is clear on how to make their vote count in November.
Who the candidates are
You can look up the candidates for your area from midday Monday 9 November on vec.vic.gov.au or call 131 832.
Becoming a candidate
Nominations open on Wednesday 4 November and close at 12 pm on Monday 9 November. Go to our website at vec.vic.gov.au to find out how to nominate.
If you don’t vote
If you are on the roll and you do not vote, you will get a letter from us next year. This is not a fine, but it’s important to respond to us. Please call us on 131 832 to advise why you couldn’t vote.
If you don’t respond or don’t have a good reason for not voting, you may have to pay a fine.
More information
If you have a question about the 2026 state election, you can call us on 131 832 or visit our website at vec.vic.gov.au
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